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Propaganda
clouds
Lake
Combie
Environmental groups angle for $9 million grant to dredge for mercury, gold
By BRAD JONES

NEWS ANALYSIS

GPAA Editor/Content Director

Attempts by environmental groups
to get millions of your dollars to mine
for mercury in California’s Lake Combie
Reservoir, is not only hypocritical, it’s
farcical, say mining rights groups.
An April 14, headline in the Auburn
Journal reads, “Water district expects
$1 million in gold from Meadow Vista
mercury removal: Equipment being ob-

tained on a lease-to-own basis to extract
gold, mercury.”
The Journal reports: “The Nevada Irrigation District is moving ahead
on the possible acquisition of $595,000
in special equipment from a Canadian
company to remove sediment and Gold
Rush-era mercury from the Bear River
watershed.

“An official for the district added
that a bonus for the district is expected
to be an estimated $1 million in gold also
coming out of the sediment that will help
defray expenditures of $9 million over
three years.
“The equipment will be acquired on
a lease-to-own basis from the Pegasus
Earth Sensing Corp. for $12,650 a month
– or a total purchase price of $595,000.
The Alberta business will provide setup
and startup services, staff training and

Oregon miners take
state, senate to court
By BRAD JONES

Opponents cling to mercury
myths, page 2

Mercury, the god of
thieves, PAGE 8
technical support. The equipment could
arrive as early as June ...
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a day in the desert
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The Galice Mining District
has petitioned the federal district
court for an emergency preliminary
injunction to halt a recent raft of
proposed anti-mining legislation in
Oregon.
The petition names Governor
John Kitzhaber and three state senators: Sen. Peter Courtney, Sen. Jackie Dingfelder and Sen. Alan Bates.
n Sen. Peter Courtney (D-Salem — District 11) is the Senate
President and is responsible for
oversight of the Oregon State Senate Committee for Environment and
Natural Resources.
n Sen. Alan Bates (D-Medford — District 3) is the sponsor
and author of several pieces of the
legislative activity in question and is

Related StorIES:

vice-chairman of the Oregon State
Senate Committee for Environment
and Natural Resources which is responsible for the vetting of this legislation.
n Sen. Jackie Dingfelder
(D-Portland — District 23) chairs
the Oregon State Senate Committee
for Environment and Natural Resources which is responsible for the
vetting of the legislation.
The petition, filed April 23, calls
specifically for an emergency preliminary injunction against the passage of Oregon senate bills SB 115,
SB 370, SB 401 and SB 838. It alleges that the proposed anti-mining
legislation, if passed, would violate
of federal, state and local laws and
* OREGON — Page 21
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New GPAA member Dave Madrid and his nine-year-old son, Tyler, find some gold using a recirculating sluice
on a recent outing with GPAA staff to a claim near Barstow, Calif. recently.

It pays to shop around before selling your gold
Easy come, easy go is not the case when it comes to your gold
By MICHAEL GREYSHOCK
For the GPAA

Throughout history gold has always held a high value. Its beauty
and power can give it different value to different people. The value to
a prospector is unique. A prospectors’ gold holds sentimental value.
As some baby animals imprint
Photo by Mike Greyshock
on
the
first animal they see, usualAn attractive specimen like the one shown could fetch a premium price.
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ly their mamas, a prospector can
imprint on their first gold. When
a prospector unearths gold, he or
she is the first to ever set eyes on
it. The place it was found and what
it took to find it are known only to
that individual. If a prospector can,
there’s nothing better than to keep
his gold as a physical possession of
the work and enjoyment involved
in our great hobby.

There are nuggets I will never
sell due to special circumstances,
such as one spectacular specimen I
found a few days before my grandfather died or, of course, my first
nugget. But, I do sell most of my
gold. The one thing I will never do
is sell my precious finds, for which
I’ve worked so hard, for less than
they are worth. To avoid this, I have
* SHOP — Page 6
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NEWS ANALYSIS
By BRAD JONES

GPAA Editor/Content Director

Published by the

Gold Prospectors Association of America

43445 Business Park Drive, Suite 113
Temecula, California 92590
1-800-551-9707 • (951) 699-4749
FAX (951) 699-4062
www.goldprospectors.org
info@goldprospectors.org

Founder
George Massie

CEO
Tom Massie

President
Brandon Johnson

Executive Director of Operations
Dominic Ricci

Executive Director of Development
Kevin Hoagland

Editor/Content Director
Brad Jones
content@goldprospectors.org

Art Director
Carla Celeste Bivin

Graphic Designer
Meghan Temple

Claims
Leonard Riley
claims@goldprospectors.org

Advertising
Janice Connolly
1-800-640-0814
advertising@goldprospectors.org

Trade Show Manager
Gary Sturgill
gsturgill@goldprospectors.org

Expeditions
Amber White

LDMA Administrator
Sharina Davis

GPAA Chapters
gpaachapters@goldprospectors.org

Recent scientific studies indicate that
the once dreaded mercury deposits in our
rivers and streams may not be as harmful
as we once thought.
Still, outdated science is being used
to perpetuate the likely myth that mercury
in our rivers and streams poses a serious
threat to our health — a scare tactic used
by many extreme environmental groups
that want to shut down industry.
A recent report by the Western Mining
Alliance urges the federal government and
regulatory agencies to take a long, hard
look at the new science.
Surprisingly, the new scientific revelations are based on studies by the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency and the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, according to the WMA report.
“While the argument that mercury is
not as bad as we’re led to believe may seem
like an argument funded by the big coal
companies, it is not. It originates from research funded by the
EPA
and
NOAA,” the
WMA report
states. “Mercury affects
us all from
a regulatory
aspect. While
we may sympathize with
Dr. Nicholas Ralston
the plight of
the power companies and coal miners, the
Western Mining Alliance is comprised of
independent miners who are caught up in
these regulatory actions and consequently
we have been banned from mining because
of mercury’s potential risks. We simply
want the truth and the truth is different than
what we’ve been led to believe.”
The report calls on government to fund
further scientific research about the mitigating effects of selenium on mercury.
“There is sufficient evidence to show
that the harmful effects of methylmercury
are directly offset by the positive effects of
selenium. If validated, this information has
the potential to reverse years of unfounded
regulation and expensive cleanups,” the report states.
A study by Dr. Nicholas Ralston, a
leading expert on mercury in fish and the
counter-balancing relationship between
selenium and mercury, indicates that some
of our fears of mercury may be more
hyperbole than actual health risk. Ralston
is co-author of the book, Role of Selenium
in Mitigating Mercury Toxicity.
More than a decade ago, Ralston took a
position at the University of North Dakota
working with the Environmental Protection Agency-funded Center for Air Toxic
Metals Health Effects program. In June
2009, Ralston and his colleagues published
the results of their seven-year-long study,
which led them to develop the Selenium
Health Benefit Value criterion, which predicts risks or benefits of seafood species
based on methylmercury and selenium
content.
Why the silence?
The logical question is ‘Why hasn’t the

iRocks.com specimen/Joe Budd Photography

Cinnabar, the only important ore of mercury, is a bright red mineral consisting of mercury sulfide.

selenium-mercury issue been more publicized?’
The short answer is stubbornness and
a dogmatic mindset within the scientific
community — the inability to think outside
the box. It has taken at least a couple of
decades to change attitudes in the mercury-selenium debate.
Making assumptions in science is never a smart move and far too many have
been made about methylmercury. While
dogmatic thinking is not supposed to be
permitted in scientific research, politicians
and policy makers have different agendas
and their attitudes toward dogma are quite
different than that of scientists. Not wanting to be confused by facts, there has been
a long-term tendency to ignore any and all
scientific data that gets in the way of policy.
Clinging to old science
“When I first got into the mercury issue, I thought exactly like everyone else.
Those who don’t understand the pivotal
role of selenium in the mercury issue are
not necessarily purposely trying to remain
ignorant of how mercury causes toxicity.
They are generally well-intentioned people that have not kept up with the literature
and just remain uniformed or misinformed
about how mercury causes harm in the
body. Selenium physiology tends to be a
bit more complex than even most scientists
are ready to take on and there are various
aspects of how mercury impairs selenium
metabolism that are still generally misunderstood. However, the weight of evidence
has shifted dramatically so we are finally
at the tipping point. It is too bad these phenomena were not better studied when they
first reported in 1967,” Ralston said.
The science is more than 45 years old,
and yet opponents of mining and environmental extremist groups cling to it like,
well, like it’s gold.
Taking it to the Hill
Recently, WMA representative Eric
Maksymyk made a trip to Washington’s
Capitol Hill to present Ralston’s convincing evidence that mercury may not be as
harmful as once thought.
Ralston had originally planned to accompany Maksymyk on the mission, but
had to postpone his trip because of inclement weather and a cancelled flight.
Nevertheless, Maksymyk delivered the
brief to some key senators in Washington
and is hoping to shatter the mercury myths
of the past. He questions how much of the
continued hype over mercury is a political
ploy of environmental extremists and how

much isn’t.
The briefings focused on the mercury-selenium issue. This important research
disputes the EPA’s unfounded claims that
any level of methylmercury is harmful
to humans. It also disputes the theory of
bio-accumulation which environmentalists used to shut down small-scale suction
dredge mining in California.
“The core issue, in our belief, centers
on mercury, so it is crucial to our efforts
to refute claims that suction dredges are
harming the environment by “stirring up”
old mercury. The research conducted by
Dr. Ralston refutes the long-held beliefs on
mercury presented by the EPA and the environmentalists,” the WMA report states.
Mercury blues
Claims that modern-day gold prospectors pollute the rivers with mercury is
perhaps one of the biggest urban myths.
Unfortunately for miners, radical environmentalists cling to this fallacy as a scare
tactic to further their cause.
Today’s small-scale gold prospectors
do not use mercury in their sluice boxes
as these opponents still claim. The practice was used mainly during the California
Gold Rush and was abandoned decades
ago.
Ironically, the “toxic mercury,” so
dreaded by environmental activists, naturally occurs in cinnabar, a type of rock that
is commonly found in California and other states. And, naturally through erosion,
mercury works its way into our rivers and
streams in much the same way that gold
does. Gold is 19.3 times heavier than water. By comparison, mercury is 13.6 times
heavier than water. Both find their way to
the bottoms of our rivers and streams au
naturale.
Scientist Claudia Wise says that all the
hype over mercury in the streams is not
only passé, it is unwarranted for several
reasons. But mostly, the scare tactic is a
crude tool that has been used by the green
lobby to keep people out of the rivers and
streams and effectively shut down mining.
“Mercury comes from cinnabar. It’s a
porous red rock and the inside of the rock
is full of mercury. That’s a natural phenomena. Cinnabar is not only in the rivers, but
up on the hillsides. Erosion will bring more
mercury or cinnabar down into the rivers,”
Wise said.
“That’s where they got the mercury
from — cinnabar. It’s all naturally occurring mercury,” she said.
Most of the mercury used in historical

* MYTHS — Page 9
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THE EASTERN OREGON MINING ASSOC. & THE WALDO MINING DISTRICT ARE HOLDING A SERIES OF
DRAWINGS TO RAISE FUNDS TO HELP PAY FOR OUR ONGOING LITIGATION OVER THE OREGON DEQ
“INSTREAM MINING PERMIT” (700PM). OUR 2ND

PRELIMINARY DRAWING WILL BE HELD AT

THE MINER’S JUBILEE, BAKER CITY (OR)

S U N DAY, J U LY 2 1 , 2 0 1 3
GRAND PRIZE IN THIS 2ND DRAWING will be a WHITE’S “PRIZM 6T” (plus many more
great prizes). ALL ENTRIES IN THIS 2ND PRELIMINARY DRAWING ARE ELIGIBLE TO WIN IN

THE FINAL DRAWING FOR THE
ONE-HALF POUND OF GOLD
AT THE SPRING 2014 GPAA GOLD SHOW (Salem, OR).

TO ENTER:

PLEASE SEND A CHECK / M.O. (PAYABLE TO “EOMA”)
FOR YOUR NUMBER OF ENTRIES; ALONG WITH
NAME, ADDRESS, PHONE / EMAIL TO:

NEXT ?

PLEASE HEL P
US HELP YOU
BY KEE PING
OR EGON
STR EA M S OPE N
TO M INING!

EOMA DRAWING
P.O. BOX 932
BAKER CITY, OR. 97814
ALL ENTRIES FOR THE 2ND DRAWING MUST BE
RECEIVED BY JULY 19, 2013.

MUST BE AT LEAST 18 YEARS OF AGE - PLEASE INCLUDE S.A.S.E. IF YOU DESIRE A RECEIPT.

ENTRIES:

SIX FOR

$5.00 EA.

$25.00

More Information, Official Rules, Prize & Winners List, & Printable Entry Coupons can be found at:
www.h2oaccess.com or www.waldominingdistrict.org

ALL ENTRIES IN THE 2ND PRELIMINARY DRAWING ARE ELIGIBLE
TO WIN IN THE FINAL DRAWING FOR THE 1/2 POUND OF GOLD.

2ND PRELIMINARY DRAWING PRIZE LIST:
GRAND PRIZE: WHITES “PRISM 6T” METAL DETECTOR
1ST PLACE: “LOUIE BUILT” HAND SLUICE
2ND PLACE: 1 OZ SILVER EOMA MEDALLION
3RD PLACE: BOOK – “The Gold Prospector’s Guide to

… and many other great prizes!
EOMA is a 501c6 Nonprofit Org.

Researching & Locating Mining Claims”

4TH PLACE: LES SCHWAB EMERGENCY ROAD KIT
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Opinion

The sociology
behind Forrest
Fenn’s treasure
Recent news reports of a man arrested by
New Mexico Department of Game and Fish officials for excavating around a concrete base of an
iron cross memorial in the Terrero Campground
on the banks of the Pecos River are disheartening, to say the least. The man, who claims he was
searching for Forrest Fenn’s $1
million hidden treasure, now
faces charges under a law that
prohibits excavating, injuring
or destroying any cultural resource or artifact from state
land.
Is nothing sacred?
Brad Jones
A later news broadcast was
billed as Another clue! New hint released for NM
treasure seekers. The so-called clue Fenn offered
to NBC’s Janet Shamlian was: “The treasure is
not in a graveyard,” an obvious message from
Fenn to treasure seekers to apply common sense
and dignity. All of the clues to finding the treasure are contained in Fenn’s poem, Thrill of the
Chase, in his book of the same title.
Fenn and his famed treasure chest will be
featured as the cover story of Gold Prospectors
magazine, July/August issue. We, at the Gold
Prospectors Association of America, do not believe that Fenn, a well-respected art dealer and
collector, would have wanted treasure seekers
to risk life and limb or get arrested to find his
hidden gold-laden treasure. We urge you to be
sensible, safe and courteous. Please respect the
law and the environment.
Just lately, I watched a 10-minute YouTube
video called Forrest Fenn Treasure Thrill of the
Chase New Clues posted by sociologist Benet
Davetian. It is a must-watch video for anyone
who plans to hunt for Fenn’s treasure chest.
“When people look back and say, ‘Who was
Forrest Fenn?’ I think he will be remembered as
one of the most clever people who ever walked
this Earth — a man of his word and a man who
knew what pitfalls there may be in hunting for
treasure and who ensured that you do not fall in
that pit,” Davetian says in the video. “So, do not
do dangerous things. Remember, the man wants
you to see nature and stay alive. I’m not here to
tell you where the treasure is ... What is disappointing is the way the clues are being interpreted do not give enough credit to this man ... There
is no possibility that treasure was put anywhere
dangerous ... This treasure is cleverly hidden. It
could be in plain sight for all you know.”
From what we know of Fenn, he is a man of
integrity who keeps his word and has a respect
for art, archeology and native American culture
and artifacts — and somewhat of a disdain for
bureaucracy.
“He will be remembered when the treasure
is found, or if the treasure is not found, as somebody who is extremely creative ... I compliment
him. My words are said in kindness ... Read the
man’s heart .... while reading the book — and
certainly as you look at the clues,” Davetian
says. “He is not an embellisher as much as he
thinks in a clever way.”
Like Davetian, I take my hat off to Mr. Fenn.
He has used his wisdom and wealth to capture
the imagination of millions of people worldwide.
For many, he has rekindled their spirit of adventure and there is no treasure so rich as that.
— BRAD JONES, Editor/Content Director

June/July 2013

The U.S. Forest Service, in accordance with an agreement with the Center for
Biological Diversity, has proposed federal protection under the Endangered Species
Act for Sierra Nevada yellow-legged frogs and Yosemite toads along with more
than 2 million acres of proposed critical habitat across the Sierra Mountains.

“The Golden State is ours!”

foru m

You know you’ve got Gold Fever when ...
Readers responded to a post
on the Gold Fever Facebook page
asking readers to finish the following sentence: “You know you’ve got
Gold Fever when ...” Here’s what
you said:
Mary LaJoie: ... you want to go
look for gold even in winter.
Blakely Sanford: ... you fill
your first mayonaise jar full.
Avi Moas: ... you try to contact
the executive producer and bribe
him with perks to film in your city.
Adam Kincaid: ... you use the
bigger river rocks not to build a
wing-dam, but instead to break the
ice at the river’s edge so you can do
a sample pan. Good thing the color
was as plentiful as the ice that day.
David Boiles: ... you pan the
dust from the vacuum cleaner.
Rhett Dennis: ... you jump in
the creek with copperheads and water moccasins to get a pan of dirt! lol
Chad Miars: I’ve done just
about all of these.
Joseph JJ Johnson: ... I wake
up every day.
Tim Moore: ... you hang your
detector on the gun rack of your
truck.
Aaron Kevlar Cantrell: ...
you’re cooking beans in your eastwing with the lantern and coffee going at 2 a.m.
Stuart Burgess: ... you spend
more money on BLM filing fees
annually than you do on your mortgage.
David Wolfe: ... every stream,
creek or river you drive by, you
wonder if there’s any gold in them
and you just have to stop and find
out.
Joe Fox: ... my Saturday work
schedule revolves around the airing
of the Gold Fever show even though
I have it taped!
Steve Bennett: ... your wife
wants to kill you for filling your
DVR with Gold Fever episodes!

What’s not
to Like?

The Gold Prospectors Association
of America invites you to “like”
our Facebook fan pages. Check
out the GPAA. Gold Fever and
Alaskan Facebook pages at:
www.facebook.com/
GoldProspectors
www.facebook.com./
GoldFeverTV
www.facebook.com/
AlaskanThe Series

Zachary Schwa: ... you’re considering packing up and moving to a
better gold-producing region.
Nancy Skoglund: ... you want
every new piece of equipment that
comes out and try to justify in your
mind before you run it past your
better half.
Tyler Smith: ... you move to be
closer to your favorite prospecting
spot.
Keith Casto: ... you’re in a
show on the Outdoor Channel called
Gold Fever.
Bill Dean: ... you’re eating your
dinner out of your lucky pan.
Paul Gray: ... you dream about
it every night.
Christopher Green: ... you find
yourself metal detecting in your
own yard, but sadly only find old
metal fragments.
Scott Coe: ... the first thing you
do after getting coffee is check spot
price for gold!
Omar El Alami: ... when the
Mayans can’t stop you from renewing your GPAA membership for
the next few years. Color Claims

Guide! I can now die happy.
Mark Johnson: ... you are
laughing your butt off watching that
“other gold show” and wishing Tom
would go up there and show ’em
how it’s done. He’d find more gold
in their tailings than in their sluice.
Greg Sellers: ... you watch
Monday’s rerun of Saturday’s show.
Del Waterbury: ... you own a
metal detector that’s worth more
money than the vehicle you drive.
Patricia Hanning: ... you rent a
motel near a good-looking area and
when it gets dark, you take some
concentrates back and pan them in
your motel room.
Patricia Hanning: Or, when
you buy a yard of sand for your
chicken coop, but you test-pan it
first, so you know if you should
sluice it before it goes in the pen.
James M. Goshen: ... you buy
a pan and sluice and pan dirt you
know has zero chance of ever having a speck in it.
Jen Carpenter Smith: ... you
spend your honeymoon in a plywood hooch on the Alaskan tundra.
Chuck Tobias: ... your wife
complains about a toothache, and
you reply, “Is it the tooth with the
gold filling? Let me pull it fer ya
Ma!”
Tristen Smith: “Your fiancée
gets a letter featured in Gold Prospectors magazine and changes the
lyrics from “Cover of the Rolling
Stone” to Cover of Gold Prospectors and sings it over and over while
running to get the mail everyday!
Jim-Pam Haney: ... you keep
prospecting even when there is four
feet of snow.
Leland Pollock: ... you’ve been
bit by the bug so bad that you can’t
say Gold Fever and have to drag it
out — Gogogollddd Fefefevfeverer!
Rick Bussell ... your wife paid
* FACEBOOK — Page 5
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Oregon lawmakers moonlight as amateur scientists
By SEN. ALAN OLSEN
(R-Canby)

My name is Alan Olsen and I am a
member of the Oregon Senate, representing District 20. I am also Vice Chair of
the Senate Committee on Environment
and Natural Resources. This will be the
third legislative session I have served on
this committee, and I am still consistently surprised by the type of policy that I
see moving through the committee.
Recently, the committee voted on
two bills to ban legally permitted smallscale mining operations on Oregon’s
waterways. SB 838 will impose a fiveyear moratorium on small-scale mining

with suction dredge equipment and SB
401 will declare 14,000 miles of Oregon waterways as “scenic waterways.”
I voted against
both bills for
one
simple
reason:
Not
once
during
the many hours
of public testimony
was
the committee
presented with
scientific eviSen. Alan Olsen
dence that the
practice of small-scale suction dredge
mining is damaging to fish populations

or the environment.
The opponents of the bill, including
scientists and members of the mining
community, provided countless examples of how the practice is environmentally sound and unobtrusive to streams
and rivers. The proponents of the bill
argued that their “gut instinct” is that
the practice must be bad and that Oregon must ban the practice for five years
in order to determine if their instincts are
correct. The majority of my colleagues
on the committee must have the same gut
instinct because the bill passed.
So, there you have it, Oregon. Your
lawmakers have taken it upon themselves to make scientific judgments

about things they do not understand so
that they can ban an activity they personally disapprove of. The five-year moratorium is a last-ditch effort by the bill’s
proponents to allow science to catch up
with their personal beliefs. The bill calls
for a scientific study of the practice’s environmental impact to take place during
the moratorium.
In the meantime, we can say goodbye to small-scale mining in Oregon.
Who needs science when you have the
Oregon Legislature?
Alan Olsen (R-Canby) is a member of the
Oregon State Senate, representing District 20.
http://www.oregonbusiness.com/blogs/124-opinion/9909-oregon-mining-senator-alan-olsen

A LetterTO theEditor
A Message to California Department of Fish & Wildlife

I want to dredge this summer!

Dear Editor,

Here is a email that I wrote to Mark Stopher, the
senior policy advisor for the California Department of
Fish and Wildlife regarding dredging in the state. I send
it to you in hopes that you would consider it for publishing and that it might encourage fellow gold enthusiasts
to get involved and take back some of our God-given
rights. See you on the river.
		
Matt Torian
GPAA Member
Long Beach, California
Mr. Stopher:
I am a avid gold miner. I hand dig approximately
four to six times a year out in Azusa Canyon. I recently
bought a four-inch dredge and was really wanting to
use it in the Sierra-Nevada Mother Lode this summer.
Right now, it looks like my best bet is southern Oregon. But that is a 10-hour drive one way! What are my
best options for dredging in California this summer?
My other comment has to do with this buzz word
“turbidity.” Have you ever seen a river after a rain?
It is cloudy for days after a good rain — 100 percent
turbidity. Have you seen a river rise six feet during a

very hard rain? It is an impressive display of physics
and force at work to say the least. From my experience,
being on the river and gold prospecting, dredges would
not even put out .001 percent of the turbidity that a
winter storm causes. As long as a dredge is being used
inside the flood path of a river, there is no permanent
damage to the river. In a year’s time, when the rain season comes, all of the holes that were not backfilled are
completely gone.
I think it comes down to personal responsibility and
education. Please do not over litigate our freedoms to
enjoy the outdoors with our friends and families and
enjoy our annual summer vacations by imposing rules,
laws and ultimately full-out bans. You wonder why
groups have brought forward lawsuits and it’s because
they are so frustrated!
Lawmakers have stolen those people’s hobby ...
their happiness and caused them grief. The list goes on.
The government has negatively affected all those people’s lives. When I am working, all I think about is the
next time I can get away and hike out on the river and
enjoy the outdoors. Think of how many human beings
this ban has affected, how many general stores and micro-economies that were affected. How many dredges
are now in storage? How many grandpas and fathers

can no longer go recreate with their grandsons and
sons and teach them about the river, the geology, the
outdoors, the forest, and the history of the area. And
find a little gold to make it all worthwhile?
Man, I can’t wait to get my sluice back in the river
and I hope I can use my new dredge in California very
soon. I just finished getting my dredge all tuned up and
ready for this season! I would happily pay the state a
reasonable, easy permit fee. Please help me. I really
want to go dredging in my home state this summer.
Thank you for your time and consideration in this
matter.
Matt Torian

Editor’s Note: The following is the response that
Matt Torian received from Mark Stopher:
Matt,
Until either the legislature or San Bernardino County Superior Court act to modify the moratorium, suction
dredging will be banned in California. As to whether this
will happen, or in what form, I cannot make any reliable
prediction.
Mark Stopher
Senior Policy Advisor
California Department of Fish and Wildlife

foru m
FACEBOOK

Continued from Page 4

your renewal and you had to make sure she got the pink
GPAA pan — an awesome prospecting tool, no matter
what color it is. Gotta git the gold!
Chad Marmolejo: ... you start filing on claims and
naming them after your kids.
Jean Kahler: ... my four-year-old son wants to go
to the river more than the park. My gold buddy ;)
Stephanie Moran: ... you’re panning in your bathtub without a care of the clog you know it will create.
Brett Beaudette: ... you send GPAA memberships
to family and friends for Christmas presents.
Will T Molchan: ... you re-pan your old cons when
you know you already got all the color out.
Rick Beckner: ... you search Facebook all day for
other gold miners.

Oregon woes

Readers responded to a Facebook post from www.
oregonlive.com, “Southern Oregon miners file injunction to stop legislation on motorized mining moratori-

um.” Here’s what you said:
David Nash: Give ’em a “fish window,” like in
Washington. At least it’s better than a total ban.
Damon Holst: I want to know how a few individuals can depict what happens to a whole community.
Ron Hawkins: How can you determine the effects
of dredging if there is no dredging allowed?
John Hammer: The fact is that dredging helps the

fish and cleans the waterways. We should be getting
paid for being out there doing all the good we do.
Clint Warren: I ran a Keene 6-foot triple sluice
down on the Klamath for years till they put a stop to
that. Sold it to someone in Alaska. Tried using it in Oregon and all hell broke loose! Gold made this country
and now they take it away from us ... how soon we forget!
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A freshly dug one-ounce nugget is shown. A nugget of this size and character can fetch a price
well above spot to the right buyer.
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Continued from Page 1

discovered the best outlets to get the most
value for my hard-earned gold.
Selling on short time
I will start out by saying that even
when I’ve needed to sell gold on short notice, I’ve never found it necessary to sell
my gold for less than 80 percent of spot
value. A little haggling may be necessary,
but it’s worth it and so is your gold. Before you sell, I recommend weighing it
on an accurate scale with sensitivity to a
tenth of a gram. Calculate the value and
know exactly what you should get paid
before you go in.
With fine gold, you may have a more
difficult time reaching the best value, but
it is there. Jewelers are often more inclined to buy your fines for the purpose of
smelting and utilizing it in their creations.
They may also be a good outlet for nuggets or specimens. Smaller (under two
gram) nuggets are not likely to sell for
any kind of premium unless they display
unusually beautiful or unique characteristics. However, if you go to sell pieces of
this nature with a need for fast cash, you
may be disappointed. Most cash for gold
dealers and quick sell places don’t usually appreciate the character of nuggets.
Their interests lie in selling large amounts
of gold to refiners for melting down.
Refiners
Refiners are interested in smelting
and refining your gold for the purposes of
selling as bullion or to the jewelry business. Your gold carries only the value of
its weight and purity. Many people think
that natural gold right out of the ground is
24 karat or .999 pure. On average however, it is likely closer to 90 percent pure
give or take five percent. I have found
gold as low as 78 and high as 97 percent
pure. Both of those finds were discovered
within five miles of each other.
With refiners, you need to find one
you can trust. You will be shipping your
hard-earned gold, letting them refine it
and hoping to receive a check soon for
the value they say was contained in your
package. Remember, they will be paying you for the weight of your pure gold.
Plus, they take a commission for the refining process. So, if you have an ounce
of natural gold that comes out at 90 percent purity, they look at that as about 28
grams and then will take their commission off of that — further reducing what
you’ll get paid. You have to trust them
to pay you for the actual purity. If they
cheat you by one percent on a large lot
of gold, that’s a chunk of change and you
will likely never know you were cheated.
Many refiners will only accept larger
amounts of gold and, of course, their com-

mission reduces the more gold you send
them in a single lot. They are probably
your best bet if you have large amounts
of fine gold or jewelry you wish to sell,
but likely not worth it if you have only a
small amount or larger nuggets.
Collectors and nugget specialists
These are your buyers if you have
nuggets or specimens. Gold nuggets and
gold-quartz specimens are rare, even
more so than many gemstones. They
are all unique and display that touch of
Mother Nature’s artistic hand which cannot be duplicated. For this reason, there
are many people who will pay a premium price. These buyers are collectors and
jewelers who utilize their unique character in creating one-of-a-kind pieces and
investors who would rather own nuggets
than bullion.
Specimens and crystalline nuggets
are especially rare and command the
highest prices. For spectacular pieces, the
price has nearly nothing to do with the
price of gold. Value is dictated by what
one will pay for something special and
unique. It can be hard to put a price on
these because few comparable specimens
may exist. Be assured though if you have
something special, there is a buyer willing to pay for it.
EBay
EBay is the easy way to sell your
gold. My experiences show that smaller
nuggets sell for a bit over spot price on
eBay. Fine gold will often sell for about
the same and specimens and larger nuggets could go either way. Sometimes they
sell for a significant premium and other
times they sell for less than spot. Don’t
forget eBay takes a percentage as well.
When selling on eBay, you can control
variables such as minimum selling price
and duration of auction time. You never
even have to leave your home. It’s a simple, easy and reliable place to sell.
Some advice
No matter how you wish to sell your
gold, I have a bit of advice: Do your
homework and find a buyer before you
need to sell your gold. If you need quick
cash and have found buyers in your area,
you’ll know what to expect and avoid
getting ripped off. For specimens and
good nuggets, you will be able to sell
above spot price. But, finding the right
buyers might take some time, so don’t
wait until you have to sell your gold. The
lower the spot price, the higher the premium you can often find. You’ve worked
hard to find your gold, don’t give it up for
less than you deserve.
Mike Greyshock is a full-time prospector
and freelance writer based in California. He can
be reached at mrgreyshock@yahoo.com
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Deception over Desert Wilderness Plan?
ALRA claims ̔secret̓ BLM study found effects of off-road vehicles negligible
By RUSS BALBIRONA
For the GPAA

Was Congress fraudulently deceived
into passing the Desert Wilderness Act?
An American Land Rights Association media release authored by Don Fife
says, “The BLM has known for decades
that hard science does not support that
“desert soils” in the California Desert are
ecologically fragile.”
Fife is a professional geologist who
has served under four Secretaries of Interior as an appointee for geology, energy and materials for the 25 million-acre
California Desert Conservation Area.
Fife refers to a 1973 scientific report
titled, “A Study of Desert Soils Subjected
to Recreational Vehicle use in the California Desert Conservations Area”which
was conducted at the Bureau of Land
Management’s request.
The report, also known as the Babcock Report, was conducted and written by three professional scientists; a
soil geologist, a soil engineer, and a soil
scientist. The three scientists conducted
a thorough and detailed analysis of ten
separate sites selected by the BLM, to
specifically study the effects of Off Road
Vehicle (OHV) race courses in different
desert climates and terrains.
Interestingly, the report stated “from
a geologic viewpoint, the physical effects of the off road vehicle use on the
desert is negligible.” It continues, “The
percentage of present affected area is extremely small. The alluvial areas tested
are subject to constant reworking and
burial from desert thunderstorms, with
resultant erosion or burial of vehicle
tracks. The sand dunes are essentially in
constant motion and vehicle tracks have
a life expectancy of only a few days.”
As to the effects off road vehicles
have on plant growth, the report states:
“A comparison of disturbed and undisturbed areas at each site with regard to
plant growth potential does not reveal
any significant subsurface differences.”
In fact, the scientist report that out of
the 10 BLM selected study sites, only
one site showed any physical effects of
off road vehicle use that were more than
negligible.
Beyond scientific proof, Fife points

The BLM has known for decades that hard science does not support that “desert soils” in the California Desert are ecologically fragile.

back to history, which in and of itself,
proves the deserts ecology is not as fragile as the BLM would like you to believe.
In the 1940s, the U.S. Army under
General George Smith Patton, Jr., commander of the I Armored Corp selected this area for what was to become
the world’s largest army base, covering
18,000 square miles. It stretched from
Pomona, Calif. eastward to within approximately 50 miles of Phoenix southward to the suburbs of Yuma, Ariz., and
northward into the southern tip of Nevada.
Between 1942 and 1944, some
38,000 tanks and other off road military
vehicles tore through the desert day after
day while the Army Air Corp, Navy and
Marines pummeled the desert floor with
artillery and bombing runs. In 1945, the
desert looked like a war zone with miles
and miles of tank and vehicle tracks, and
an unending carpet of bomb and artillery

craters, yet within a decade most traces
of this carnage had already disappeared.
Fife alleges that the contractors, Edwards, Babcock & Sons and Gallaher &
Bovey Geotechnical Consultants delivered 100 copies of the report to the BLM,
who Fife says immediately destroyed all
but one copy of the report upon reading
it. He claims the scientists were sworn
to secrecy, though some 20 years after
the Babcock Report was filed one of the
scientist co-authors revealed that the remaining copy of the report was “buried”
unindexed in a BLM archive in Riverside County, Calif., where it was unlikely
ever to be seen again.
Fife claims the suppression of the
“Babcock Report” was a crucial element
in the passing of California’s “Desert
Protection Act (S-21)‚” which effectively restricted access to more than 10
million acres of desert recreational lands
and over $1 trillion taxable dollars in po-

tential energy and mineral wealth.
Fife questions who profited the most
from The Desert Protection Act (S-21).
“Was it the Sierra Club who got 1,000
square miles of the railroad mineral rich
desert lands for a mere $50 million? Or,
was it the Catellus Stockholders who
may have had their energy and mineral
assets sold so cheap?”
“Winners certainly do not include the
thousands of private property owners in
the desert or ranchers and small “mom
and pop” miners who lost their businesses and jobs,” Fife said.
To view the “Babcock Report” in
full visit http://nohvcclibrary.forestry.
uga.edu/SCANNED%20FILES/S-0034study%20of%20CA%20desert%20soils.
pdf
Russ Balbirona is a freelance writer and
treasure hunter who resides in Wisconsin.
He can be reached through his blog at www.
treasurebone.blogspot.com

BLM aims to close 450, 000 acres to mining

Wyoming State director concerned about existing GPAA claims

By JASON McBRIDE
For the GPAA

The Lander, Wyoming Field Office of the Bureau
of Land Management released its environmental impact statement and final Resource Management Plan
in February of this year. The BLM is closing 449,068
acres of public land to procurement of locatable minerals. The plan was adopted by the BLM over objections by Wyoming Governor Matt Mead and the State
Legislature’s Joint Mineral, Business and Economic
Development Committee. The BLM Lander Field Office oversees 2.5 million acres of BLM land. Most of
the land is located in Fremont and Natrona counties.
The huge closure of lands to mining includes two
claims held by the Gold Prospectors Association of
America in Fremont County. The 160-acre Carol Placer claim and the 160-acre MUPU Placer claim both

NEWS ANALYSIS
lie in the area of Fremont County, Wyoming that the
BLM intends to close off to mining activities.
Wyoming GPAA State Director Rick Messina was
disappointed in the BLM decision, noting, “We had
hoped our grandchildren would be able to use these
claims.” Existing claims from other miners will also
be affected by the new plan.
The RMP is set to guide the development of the
region for the next 20 years. Initially the Lander Field
Office laid out four plans it had developed internally. The first proposal, so-called “Proposal A” largely
upholds the status quo. Many in state and local government in Wyoming favored “Proposal C” which
allowed for greater development of both mining and
grazing land.

The plans were initially opened for public comment in 2011. The BLM reports that after consideration of the public comments “Proposal D” was chosen. After that decision was made, a second comment
period was opened. Governor Matt Mead was very
critical of “Alternative D” and highly supportive of
many elements of “Alternative C.” The State Legislature’s Joint Mineral, Business and Economic Development Committee sent the BLM written statements
objecting to “Proposal D” and voicing strong support
for “Proposal C.” The Fremont and Natrona County
Commissioners also sent letters in support of “Proposal C” and in objection to “Proposal D.” The BLM
has continued to move forward in spite of these strong
objections from the communities that house these
public lands.
“Proposal D” also contains several other contro* BLM — Page 17
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Mercury, God of Thieves
Selenium’s pivotal role in counterbalancing mercury in environment
NEWS ANALYSIS
By BRAD JONES

GPAA Editor/Content Director

When it comes to the complicated
world of biochemistry, world renowned
toxicologist Dr. Nicholas Ralston may explain it best when he says mercury is the
god of thieves.
“Mercury can cause harm, but not in
and of itself. The only way it can cause
harm is by robbing your selenium,” Ralston
said in a recent interview.
“Mercury is named after the Roman
god, Mercury, known as the god of thieves.
And, what mercury, the element, does inside our bodies is steal our selenium,” he
said.
Biochemistry blues
“Mercury binds to selenium and that’s
how it causes toxic effects. When mercury
and selenium meet, they form a chemical
bond that links them together and mercury
will not let the selenium go,” he said.
Ralston went on to explain that without
selenium, our brains would turn to mush.
So, it is clear that our bodies need selenium. In fact, without selenium protecting
our brains and our hormone-producing tissues from oxidative damage, we would die.
Selenium and sulphur work together to stop
oxygen from eating our brains. So, forget
what you’ve been told; in reality what is
going to be the death of us is not mercury,
but our old friend oxygen — the very air
we breathe.
“Mercury can steal your selenium and
leave you vulnerable to oxidization, which
is corrosion, like rust on metal. You don’t
want that happening inside your brain,”
Ralston said.
Selenium provides an enamel, or
“anti-rust paint” that coats our brains. It
acts as a protective shield against oxidative
damage to our brains. However, mercury
acts like an abrasive that removes this protective barrier and that lets the dangerous
byproducts of normal oxygen metabolism
harm our brains. Provided we always have
a fresh coat of selenium-dependent enzymes, our brains are protected from oxidative damage just like paint protects metal

Mercury, the Roman god of thieves.

against rust.
“Without selenium, our brains would
not last very long. What mercury does is
steal our selenium and that makes us ill because all the normal functions of selenium
are no longer done.”
Back to mythology
The element selenium gets its name
from Selene, the Greek goddess of the
moon. So, to simplify the biochemistry,
imagine that Selene has amassed a large
army at her fortress to protect us against an
attack by Oxygen.
All is well until Mercury, God of
Thieves, arrives in battlegear and one
by one begins to rob Selene of her sentries. Each of Mercury’s soldiers is strong
enough to capture one of Selene’s soldiers,
thus weakening her defenses, but they are
too weak to harm Selene herself.
Selene normally has hundreds of times
more troops than Mercury, so she usually
wins every battle. But, if Mercury’s troops
were ever to outnumber hers, Selene and
the captured sentries would no longer be
able to protect us from the real enemy at the
gates — our old friend and foe, Oxygen.
Fish and mercury
Ralston’s ground-breaking research
is beginning to allay fears of eating mercury-contaminated fish and thus the dread
of manmade and natural mercury deposits
found in our streams, rivers and lakes.
And, fish remain a selenium-rich food
source.
“Eating fish doesn’t cause mercury
toxicity; it prevents it,” Ralston said, explaining that fish often have high levels of
selenium, much higher than any mercury.
In other words, if there are 20 selenium
atoms for every mercury atom present in a
fish, ingesting the mercury won’t harm you,
he said.
“The worst one atom of mercury can do
to you is steal one atom of selenium, so with
20 selenium atoms for every atom of mercury you take in you are still 19 selenium
atoms to the good. You are actually better
protected from mercury than you were before you ate the fish,” he said. “If you have
been exposed to a high amount of mercury
and go to the hospital, your doctor might
say, ‘Well, quit exposing yourself to mercury!’ But, a really smart doctor would say,

The element selenium gets its name from Selene, Greek goddess of the moon.

‘And, add some selenium to your diet. Eat
some fish because fish are selenium-rich.’ ”
Fighting mercury with selenium
Not only does the selenium in the fish
replace the selenium lost to mercury binding, but recent studies show that increased
selenium in our diets will move mercury
from our bodies, Ralston said.
When it comes to the environment and
high mercury levels found in our streams,
rivers and lakes, Ralston contends that rather than going to the huge expense of trying
to remove mercury, it would be simpler,
cheaper and far more effective to simply
improve the availability of natural sources
of selenium. In areas that are impacted by
high mercury exposures, this would be the
best way to remove mercury from the fish
and restore their selenium back to healthy
levels.
Citing a study in Sweden, Ralston
pointed out that fish in certain lakes were
deficient in selenium and contained high
mercury levels. But, restoring selenium to
healthy levels in the lakes caused the mercury levels in the fish to drop by 80 percent
in just three years.
“This is being looked at in other areas,
but needs to be done very carefully because
too much selenium can be dangerous, too.
Selenium is a lot like water: Too little will
kill you, but so will too much. Fortunately,
this approach is well understood now and
it appears to be the most effective and least
expensive way to deal with mercury in the
environment,” he said.
Scientific status quo
Understanding the biochemistry of
mercury and selenium leaves most people
— and even some scientists — scratching
their heads, Ralston admits.
To fully grasp the mercury issue, you
first need to understand selenium physiology. In other words, anyone who claims to
understand mercury and its effect on the
environment without mentioning selenium,
just doesn’t get it.
“It’s like having a 16-year-old explain
that they know how to balance a checkbook, but can’t understand how they could
be overdrawn because they still have plenty
of checks,” Ralston said.
Not only is educating the public about
selenium important, but an even greater
challenge that may lie ahead is changing
longheld opinions about mercury in the
scientific community and among environmental groups.
The Society of Toxicologists is slated to
discuss the mercury and selenium issue in
2014, but in the meantime, Ralston is doing
his best to get the message out to the public.
“The mercury-selenium interaction
will be high profile next year. As scientists,
we base all our decisions on evidence and
the evidence is informing us that some of

our early assumptions are wrong. We need
to communicate this to the public and make
sure they understand what it means,” he
said.
When Ralston first started studying
mercury toxicity, like everyone else he
believed exposure to mercury was harming baby brains in expectant mothers. But
it seems fear and widespread media hype
may have clouded reason to some extent.
Like others scientists. Ralston wrongly
assumed that most fish must contain a lot
of mercury and very little selenium. But,
he soon found out such was not the case.
Through his research, he discovered most
fish contained much more selenium than
mercury. He began to see how mercury
lends itself to toxicity — not by its mere
presence, but because it binds with selenium and depletes it from our bodies.
“I got into the mercury issue because
I understood selenium physiology, I understand how important selenium is to the
brain,” he said. “When I learned that the
harmful effects from mercury exposures
were based on a study where most of the
mercury exposure came from mothers eating pilot whale meat, it all made sense. It
would be astonishing if eating pilot whale
meat wasn’t bad for you. It contains huge
amounts of mercury, cadmium, PCBs, and
other organic contaminants — literally the
highest amounts in any food eaten by humans,” he said. “Even those studies found
that eating fish protected people against
mercury toxicity. The small amounts of
mercury present in the fish they were eating did not help cause mercury toxicity. But
since those fish were the source of most of
the selenium in their diets, fish consumption was the reason why the effects that
were seen were not far more severe.”
Anyone who suggests we should continue to base advice about eating fish on
the adverse effects that were observed in
children whose mothers were eating whale
meat should go back to school, Ralston
said.
Eating fish should be encouraged, not
discouraged, especially now that we have
the results of several bigger and better studies that uniformly show mothers who ate
more fish during pregnancy saw great benefits in their children’s IQs as well as their
social and scholastic skills, Ralston said.
Still, many pregnant women avoid fish
in their diets because they fear mercury
could harm their babies. Ironically, it appears they are actually doing more harm
than good to their children by not eating
fish.
And, just to add a little more irony to
the mix, Mercury is also the Roman god of
science and medicine. Go figure.
Brad Jones is the Editor / Content Director for
Gold Prospectors Association of America. He can be
reached at bjones@goldprospectors.org
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gold recovery was obtained from natural
mercury deposits in the mountains on the
west side of Central Valley.
“In fact, the California Coastal Range
is where the majority of the mercury in the
world was harvested. In California, there’s
gobs of it,” Wise said. “The ’49ers would
pour it into their sluice boxes and then it
would seep and leak down through all those
old boards and into the rivers. There probably was tons of mercury in the rivers.”
While there are complicated scientific
explanations for why and how mercury attracts gold, the old-time miners were smart
enough to realize mercury attracts gold and
used the quicksilver to help separate gold
particles from the black sands in which
gold is normally found. They used mercury, because it was easily accessible in California — and they didn’t know the risks of
using mercury, its harmful vapors and that
it could cause mercury poisoning, known as
mad hatter disease.
The syndrome was common among hat
makers whose felting work involved prolonged exposure to mercury vapors during
the 17th and 18th centuries. Neurotoxic
effects included tremor and the pathological shyness and irritability characteristic of
erethism. By the Victorian era, “mad as a
hatter” and the “hatters’ shakes” became
popular expressions. In Britain, mercury
poisoning among hatters had become a rarity by the turn of the 20th century. In the
United States, the practice continued until
1941. Mercury poisoning in the hat-making industries of Danbury, Connecticut
gave rise to the expression the “Danbury
shakes.”
Geology to blame, not miners
Joseph Greene, a retired research biologist with 30 years of experience, disputes
claims that most of the mercury found in
streams stems from historical mining practices.
“It is a myth that has been deliberately perpetuated by environmental activists,”
Greene said.
The problem is that radical environmentalists typically assume any environmental impurity is manmade rather than
first looking for natural causes.
“They are always concerned about all of
the mercury in the Yuba River, the Feather
River and the American River. All of these
three historical mining areas are all conflu-

Pick & Shovel Gazette

9

WARNING:

Editor’s Note: The GPAA discourages
the use of mercury as a means of separating gold from black sand in mining and advises readers not to inhale
or ingest mercury in any form. Today,
small-scale miners don’t use mercury
and are much more environmentally
conscious than they were more than
150 years ago.
ences flowing into the Sacramento River ...
There is more mercury in the Sacramento
River coming out of sources upstream than
out of these three historical mining regions.
The reason for that is geology,” he said.
Greene contends that mercury in the
streams has more to do with geology than
gold mining.
“The hot springs up there are putting
out a lot of mercury and that’s flowing into
the rivers. The effects of natural geology
on that entire area of California related to
mercury in the receiving waters is a greater
problem just from natural occurrence than
it is from any mining activity of 100 to 150
years ago,” he said.
Mercury mines
“Some mercury mines are actually on tributaries that are confluent to the
gold-mining areas. So, there are plenty of
places in California where mercury in those
rivers is not from historical mining,” he
said. “I talked to a mining friend of mine
and in one area he said he could hold his
dredging nozzle up to the rock and he could
see the balls of mercury just coming out of
it.”
Greene stressed that elemental mercury
is not harmful to humans or animals unless
it is inhaled as a vapor in the form of methylmercury.
“Methylmercury is elemental mercury
that has been acted upon by bacteria under
anaerobic conditions, into an organic form
of methylmercury and then amplified,” he
said. “That’s not happening in the rivers.
That takes stagnant water and has to be anaerobic (without oxygen) — not water bubbling down the river.”
It’s elementary
“Mercury is quicksilver at in its elemental form. You can drink it and it will just
go straight through your body; it won’t do
anything to you. The problem with mercury
is its vapor. It has to have a route into your
lungs and into your brain, kidneys and liver.

Mercury is a chemical element with the symbol Hg and atomic number 80. It is commonly known
as quicksilver and was formerly named hydrargyrum (from Greek hydr (water) and argyros (silver).
Mercury is the the only metal that is liquid at standard conditions for temperature and pressure.
Mercury has one of the narrowest ranges of its liquid state of any metal.

iRocks.com specimen/Joe Budd Photography

Mercury occurs in deposits throughout the world mostly as cinnabar mercuric sulfide. The red
pigment vermilion, a pure form of mercuric sulfide, is mostly obtained by reaction of mercury
produced by reduction from cinnabar with sulfur.

You can’t do that just by swallowing it. It
has to have had some evaporation,” Wise
said.
“You may use it in a controlled environment. You don’t use it out on the river.
Most people don’t use mercury because
they don’t understand it,” she said. “Methylmercury is the most toxic form of mercury. It attaches to selenium in the brain,
kidneys and liver and that causes damage.”
Because selenium, which is also naturally occurring, binds with mercury, the
body needs more selenium to replace the
amounts lost to mercury binding. In simplistic terms, mercury and selenium bind
to form mercury selenide and cancel each
other out. Mercury (Hg) and selenium (Se)
are rarely found in isolation in nature. Most
of the time they are found together.
According to Dr. Spencer Peterson, another scientist, the HgSe bond is so strong
that only the most powerful acid, aqua regia, can dissolve it.
“In other words, once the compound
is formed in nature, it becomes biologically unavailable,” Peterson states in a recent
peer review. “Oh yes, it is found in animal
tissue and is actually the protective mechanism that prevents poisoning by either Hg
or Se by themselves. They are mutually antagonistic.”
Aqua regia is an acid mixture of concentrated hydrochloric and concentrated
nitric acid. It is also the only acid that can
dissolve gold.
“Methylmercury binds to the selenium
in the brain, kidneys and liver, keeping it
from performing its important functions in
the body. If there is too much mercury present, it binds too much of the selenium and
important tissues of the brain become vulnerable to harm. Provided there is enough
selenium in one’s diet, it can offset the
amount lost to mercury binding in the body
and keep the brain’s selenoenzyme activities operating at optimal levels.
U.S. Geological Survey
According to a United States Geological Survey study, titled Mercury Contamination from Historical Gold Mining in
California, written by Charles N. Alpers,
Michael P. Hunerlach, Jason T. May, and
Roger L. Hothemub, total mercury production in California between 1850 and 1981
was more than 220 million pounds and production peaked in the late 1870s. Although

most of this mercury was exported around
the Pacific Rim or transported to Nevada
and other western states, about 12 percent
(26 million pounds) was used for gold recovery in California, mostly in the Sierra
Nevada and Klamath-Trinity Mountains.
While both Wise and Greene don’t dispute these facts, they do object to the rest of
the study which has been used as a springboard for environmental activists to create
the misconception that tons of mercury are
being dumped into our rivers and streams
and that gold prospectors still use mercury
to separate gold from black sands.
Oh, the irony of it all
Greene cited another study by Rick
Humpreys that shows suction dredging
recovers 98 percent of the mercury from
rivers and streams. Humphreys used a fourinch Keene dredge provided by the United
States Forest Service for the research.
Those results are referenced in the
State of California’s Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report on a proposed
Suction Dredge Permitting Program, which
recognizes that suction dredgers remove
more mercury than they discharge from the
stream bed.
“According to Humphreys (2005), suction dredges remove 98 percent of the mercury they dredge,” the FSEIR states.
More importantly, the report also states
“selenium mitigates mercury toxicity; thus,
mercury poses no human health or aquatic
risk.”
Even more ironic, considering the
statewide ban on dredging, is the FSEIR
acknowledgement that small-scale suction
dredge mining cleans mercury from the
streams and rivers: “Suction Dredges collect and remove mercury (Hg) and other
potentially hazardous materials (e.g. lead)
from the stream bed.”
So, why aren’t environmental activists
praising today’s miners rather than condemning them?
In fact, several environmental agencies have used suction dredges to remove
mercury from rivers, streams and reservoirs
and have asked the government for funding
to do it, while at the same time condemning gold miners who are removing mercury
and lead for free.
Brad Jones is the Editor / Content Director for
Gold Prospectors Association of America. He can be
reached at bjones@goldprospectors.org
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Europe faces

nightmare that no investor ever wants to contemplate.
ABN Amro’s failure to deliver gold leaves open the
question of whether there has been paper gold manipulation in the market. If ABN Amro cannot deliver its
physical gold because it has overleveraged its physical
gold holdings by printing too many paper deeds to gold,
it may not have the gold to back that paper up.
Such fractional reserve banking is well known in
currencies, but is simply an act of fraud in the gold
world. By promising ownership of gold that doesn’t
actually exist, such paper gold manipulation would in
turn challenge ABN Amro’s legitimacy at a time when
European banks are facing extremely tough scrutiny.

its failure to deliver its customers’ gold, there are many
possible explanations and none of them are good.
For one, Basel III has upgraded gold’s position in
the banking world and this has increased aggregate demand amongst Central Banks for the metal. This could
pressure ABN Amro and Dutch banks generally, since
the Netherlands can no longer print its own money for
as long as it remains in the eurozone. This, in turn, puts
pressure on Dutch banks to find other asset sources
to bolster its balance sheet and clients’ gold holdings
would be a prime target.
Another possible explanation could be a pre-emptive strike against a bank run. After the scandalous news
of depositors in Cyprus losing as much as 70 percent
of their deposits in accounts that were insured by the
nation’s depositor insurance program, fear of a similar
seizure of depositor funds in other European countries
has led to the fear of bank runs and asset hoarding. By
keeping depositors’ gold, ABN Amro is insuring that it
can keep its depositors’ gold deposits while the infection of uncertainty spreads across Europe’s banks.
Either way, the threat of a gold shortage in Europe
is coming at a disastrous time and may encourage more
investors to put their money outside of European banks.
With haircuts, gold seizures and the ECB’s refusal to allow member states to expand their monetary base, there
are plenty of reasons to move your gold out of the old
continent.

Causes for delayed delivery
While ABN Amro has remained tight-lipped about

Michael Foster is a freelance business journalist based in
New York City. He can be reached at michaelryanfoster@gmail.
com.

threat
of gold shortage
Failure, delays in delivering clients’
gold deposits raise suspicions
By MICHAEL FOSTER
For the GPAA

In another sign that the world’s banks don’t actually
have as much gold on hand as they claim, a Dutch bank
has told depositors that their physical gold is undeliverable.
In March 2013, ABN Amro quietly sent a letter to
high net worth clients that they will no longer be able
to deliver any physical gold bullion or bars if they are
requested.
Without stating why they cannot deliver clients’
gold deposits, the bank ensured its customers that there
is no need to panic, promising that their gold deposits
are physically within ABN Amro’s vaults — but those
deposits simply cannot be distributed.
The failure to distribute funds is the kind of banking

Florida trading
firms indicted
for gold fraud

Companies ordered to pay more
than $1 million in penalties
By MICHAEL FOSTER
For the GPAA

Two companies based in Florida have been ordered
to pay over $1 million in fines and compensation for
selling fake precious metal commodities in a scam that
lasted nearly a year.
Joseph Glenn Commodities LLC and JGCF LLC
were both found guilty of selling contracts on gold, silver, copper, platinum and palladium.
The scammers in both companies would cold call
consumers and pressure them to buy leveraged contracts on the metals. The customers would pay a portion
of the purchase price for the metals and the companies
would pay the rest of the price for the contract, with the
customer paying interest on the amount that the companies supposedly lent to the customers.
No actual metal
The only problem is that there was no actual metal
being bought or sold. Instead, Joseph Glenn and JGCF
would pocket the customers’ deposits and issue fake
papers promising ownership of metals that were never
actually bought.
Metal fraud spreading
This is the most recent in a string of cases of sellers
of paper gold defrauding the public into thinking they
own more gold than they actually do. The growth in
paper gold fraud has kept the U.S. Commodities Future
Trading Commission (CFTC) busy, including this recent filing against these two companies.
Both Joseph Glenn and JGCF quickly settled the
case. As part of the agreements, the partners of both
companies will pay over $1 million in penalties and
the principals of both companies, Joseph Glenn, Scott
Newcom, and Anthony Pulieri, are banned from trading
on any other individual’s behalf for the next five years.
None of the fraudsters will see jail time for their
crimes.
Michael Foster is a freelance business journalist based in
New York City. He can be reached at michaelryanfoster@gmail.
com.
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Soros attacks gold markets

Left-wing media mogul uses clout to scare off investors, topple prices
By ARELLA BAETHAN
For the GPAA

Left-wing darling George Soros has recently attacked gold in a scathing dismissal of the precious
metal’s value.
Speaking to reporters for Hong Kong’s South China Morning Post, Soros said that gold has “disappointed the public, because it is meant to be the ultimate
safe haven.” He added that gold went down when the
euro collapsed in late 2012.
That’s an odd statement for a number of reasons.
Firstly, gold was up from $850 per ounce at the beginning of 2008 to $1,650 at the end of 2012 for an annual
return of over 14 percent. Gold was also up by the end
of the year and was up an annualized 7.5 percent for
the second half of 2012.
While it’s true that the metal saw some short-term
volatility at the end of the year, the euro went down
in value by 7.7 percent in the second half of 2012 and
saw its heaviest dips in November and December,
when gold was stabilizing. Likewise, intraday volatility for the euro compared to gold have remained much
higher, meaning that the swings in value from low to
high tend to be higher from the median base for euros, while the swings in gold’s value were much more
modest.
So why is Soros fighting gold — and actually
rewriting history to attack the metal? To answer that
question, we need to first look at who Soros is and why
he speaks to the media at all.
Using the news media
to manipulate markets
George Soros founded his Soros Fund Management in 1969 and has since earned billions of dollars
mostly by speculating on currencies in foreign countries that he visits. On those visits, Soros has famously
gotten important information about emerging markets
which he can then use to make heavily leveraged bets
to make billions. In these bets, information is the main
resource that can translate into super profits.
Soros has also made plenty of money investing in
stocks and bonds, but to win in that market you have
to time your investments and know more than anyone
else. There are two ways to know more than anyone
else on Wall Street:
1. Get inside information.
2. Misinform your competition.
On Wall Street, it is no surprise that hedge fund

investors regularly use the media to set and change
market expectations so that they, with their deeper
knowledge of the investment, can earn bigger profits.
It’s part confidence trick and part manipulation of the
public.
In the past, we’ve seen such plays with several
companies, bond markets and so on. Who can forget
Jim Cramer getting slammed on Jon Stewart’s The
Daily Show for manipulating markets? Stewart aired
clip after clip showing Cramer, himself a former hedge
fund manager, discussing how the public is regularly
manipulated through misinformation to augment profits for the elite few. In one interview from 2006, Cramer blatantly said, “I would create a level of activity
in the futures market beforehand ... I would encourage
anyone in the hedge fund industry to do it — it is a
quick way to make money. By the way, no one else in
the world would admit that, but I don’t care so I will.”
What does this mean, exactly? Well, for one, it
means there is a shadow market where hedge fund
investors manipulate the market by driving or stifling
demand for an asset so that they can bet against it and
make a quick buck.
In the case of gold, it’s pretty easy if you’re a powerful billionaire. Just sit down for an interview, say
gold is doomed, wait for it to crash, buy at a huge discount, and wait for the market to correct itself. This
doesn’t work for just investing in gold — gold miners
fell by double digits on the negative news of gold, providing a wide base of investing opportunities to pick
up discounted prices.
There is no way to know if this is what Soros
is doing, but he’s definitely not the only financial

* SOROS — Page 11
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“The $9 million cost would be spread
over three to five years, with the district
not moving forward without funding it is
hoping to get from the state and federal
government.”

Pick & Shovel Gazette
I’ve told them that centrifuges have been
around for 100 years. And, not only that,
but they’ve hired a Canadian company to
do it,” he said.
While it seems environmental groups
tend to blame historical gold mining
practices for the mercury in the sediment,
Hobbs pointed out that mercury is not

Mining groups miffed
Public Lands for the People President
Jerry Hobbs says the proposed mercury
removal project is wrong on so many levels:
n Firstly, recent scientific studies
suggest that mercury in the lake may not
present a significant risk to humans.
n Secondly, environmental groups
are sticking their hand out for taxpayer
dollars for a job that miners have offered
to do for free.
n Thirdly, what would happen to the
estimated $1 million in gold that the Journal reports will be mined from proposed
project?
n Lastly, and most ironically, is the
fact that the state government and environmental groups have proposed to break
their own law. After all, it was the environmental groups and the state government that imposed a statewide ban on
suction dredge mining in the first place.
The hypocrisy so incensed him,
that Hobbs wrote a letter to U.S. Senator
Diane Feinstein (D-California) expressing his outrage and intent to sue if the
project goes forward.
“I wrote a five- or six-page letter to
Diane Feinstein over this a year ago. What
I told her is that you can’t call dredging
for mercury reclamation, because mercury is a locatable mineral. It’s mining,”
Hobbs said. “If they go after that mercury now, they are violating California
state law on suction dredge mining. I’ve
told the California Department of Fish &
Wildlife and Sen. Diane Feinstein that if
they allow this project to go forth, we are
gonna sue. They were moving right along
on that damn thing until I wrote that letter.”
The Canadian mining company plans
to use a centrifuge dredge, which Hobbs
said will lose 10 to 20 percent of the
mercury compared to two percent loss
with a typical small-scale mining suction
dredge.
“They are going after 100 to 150
pounds of mercury and secondly they are
going to lose 10 to 20 percent of the mercury compared to two percent because
of the size of the dredge they are using.
They are using centrifuges, which throw
gold and mercury out as soon as they get
loaded. They say it’s a new process, but

I mean, there’s mercury
all over the place. It’s got
nothing to do with mining
today. They are using it
as a ploy to get millions
of dollars in grant money.

SOROS

with Paulson and Co., has dismissed recent declines in the cost of gold, pointing
to strong and growing global demand and
the real fear of inflation that is growing,
particularly as pressure is put on Europe
to bail out under-performing countries
like Cyprus, Slovenia and Greece. Reade
doesn’t expect gold to go much lower
and has maintained an overweight rating
on the metal.
At the same time, hedge fund Pacific
Group added aggressively to their gold
positions in early 2013, converting a
third of their assets to physical gold. This
equates to about $35 million in gold bars,
which were bought mostly in London.
While the big headliners are warning
against gold, individual investors should
also listen to those other multi-millionaire investors who are looking at buying
more gold before they panic and sell the
metal. After all, that may be just what Soros and Sachs want.

Continued from Page 10

superpower encouraging the masses to
stay away from gold.
Now, the most infamous investor
of them all — none other than Goldman Sachs — is warning against gold.
Goldman Sachs, which had a major role
to play in the downfall of the subprime
housing crisis, the Greek bond market
and a slew of other recent financial disasters, is now saying gold is too high, with
a target price of $1,250 per ounce for the
metal. When Goldman Sachs made the
negative call, gold plummeted further.
Not all experts agree
If Soros and Goldman Sachs are
warning against gold, they don’t have
every Wall Street investor on board. John
Reade, senior gold strategist and partner

only naturally forming from cinnabar,
but stems from coal burning, industrial
waste, fertilizers, pesticides and many
other sources.
Hobbs said there is at least one tributary to Lake Combie that carries naturally-forming mercury from cinnabar into
the lake.
“Apparently, there is at least one river than runs into Lake Combie that’s got
mercury in it,” he said. “Those squirrely
light bulbs you’ve got now have mercury
in them. I mean, there’s mercury all over
the place. It’s got nothing to do with mining today,” Hobbs said. “They are using it
as a ploy to get millions of dollars in grant
money. They haven’t got the grant yet and
they don’t expect it this year.”
While environmental groups tend to
hype the harmful effects of mercury and
blame gold miners practices for the high
levels of mercury, they also tend to ignore the natural sources of mercury and
“forget to mention” that the days of using
mercury to mine for gold ended, for the
most part, decades ago.
And, what about all those killer, mercury laden-fish? Well, there has not been
a single case of anyone getting sick from
ingesting fish from Lake Combie or any
other lake in California — ever.
According to the California Office
of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment website, “no case of mercury poisoning has been reported from eating California sport fish.”
Hobbs pointed out that the cost for
each pound of mercury removed from
Lake Combie would be worth several
times its weight in gold.
Brad Jones is the Editor / Content Director for
Gold Prospectors Association of America. He can
be reached at bjones@goldprospectors.org
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STATE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Roger Monson
IDAHO
Longtime GPAA member has no regrets

Hunting, fishing and gold prospecting go hand in hand for outdoorsman
By SARAH REIJONEN
For the GPAA

Roger Monson says joining the Gold Prospectors
Association of America is one of the best decisions he’s
ever made — and he’s got 72 years in his rearview mirror.
“It’s like I told people, it was never a mistake,”
said Monson, who lives in Leadore, Idaho, which is in
southeast Idaho and borders Montana. “In fact, we went
and joined the LDMA in, shoot, oh dear, it must have
been 1995, right in that time frame some place.”
Monson, both a GPAA and Lost Dutchman’s Mining Association lifetime member, is also the state director for Idaho. He remembers hunting with his father, but
always having gold on the brain.
“I’ve always had an interest in it,” he said. “When
my dad and I would be out elk hunting or deer hunting,
he’d say we have to come back and pan this spot.”
But, it wasn’t until much later on in life that Monson would join the GPAA after watching its founder
George “Buzzard” Massie on TV.
“I didn’t get started in the GPAA until I started
watching George in the late ’80s. I joined the GPAA in
the ’90s.”
Upon retiring, Monson and his wife, Faye, began spending winters in Arizona. Monson remembers
spending one Christmas at the Stanton LDMA Camp.
Aside from Stanton, he has also spent time at the Burnt
River and Blue Bucket camps in Oregon.
“The outings I’ve been to at Burnt River and Blue
Bucket have all been a lot of fun,” Monson said. “The
chapter outings I’ve been to have been just outstanding
... I went with the chapter out of Hamilton and they just
have a ball.”
His favorite part of prospecting? The gold, of
course.
“Just to find a nugget ... I found some in Idaho,
some in Oregon, some in Montana and Arizona. I haven’t found any big giant nuggets, but I’ve found nuggets. I still want to go to Wyoming.”
Monson divides his time between three local chapters in Idaho: Idaho Falls, Nampa and Twin Falls. The
three chapters plan to meet up for a joint outing on private property in Salmon, Idaho in mid-June.
“It’s a group activity that you just can’t beat,” he
said. “I strongly recommend they go to some of the outings because it’s quite a learning experience and enjoyable, too.”
The clubs used to have 300 acres of free rein on the

Roger Monson prospects in the mountains of Montana with his golden lab, Rusty.

private property in Salmon, but the owner has begun his
own private operation. Still, the property owner welcomes the chapters throughout the year.
Finding a place to prospect is becoming increasingly difficult, especially for small-scale suction dredgers
in the state of Idaho. In April, the Environmental Protection Agency released new regulations as well as a
permitting process for suction dredgers.
“It’s been proven time and time again that dredging
is good for the fish, but too many people are envious of
us or something, I don’t know,” Monson said. “Idaho
hasn’t lost the ability to be able to go do it yet ... I don’t
think we’re facing anything drastic yet.”
Only time will tell, he said. Still, Monson knows
dredgers in Idaho have been responsible. Being a fisherman and a prospector, he understands the importance
of keeping activities above water, so to speak.
“Our seasons have always been regulated on the
different species of fish and waterways, so we don’t
affect the spawning. I think we’re in good shape that

Photo by Faye Monson

way,” Monson said.
In addition to concerns over water quality, the EPA
has also expressed interest in finding a way to collect
mercury that is extracted from the waterways by suction dredgers, Monson said.
“I don’t know what’s gonna come out of that,” he
said.
Not only are prospectors faced with changing times,
but Monson himself said he is facing personal challenges as time marches on.
“It’s hard for me to get around anymore physically
so it curtails really what I’d like to do in comparison to
what I can do,” Monson said. “I elk hunt and fish and
gold prospect when I can.”
But, for now Monson focuses on his daily tasks as a
state director, which include being available to the prospecting community.
“I generally get three to four calls a week from people inquiring about doing stuff in Idaho and planning
trips ahead of time and I can kind of advise them on
what I think,” Monson said. “I’ve had some calls about
whether to join the GPAA. Like I told you, it wasn’t a
mistake. It was the best move I ever made.”
Sarah Reijonen is a GPAA member and freelance writer based
in California.

Photos by Faye Monson

LEFT: Roger Monson, right, and Perry Massie at Kirtley Creek near Salmon, Idaho. RIGHT: Idaho GPAA State Director Roger Monson, left, with LDMA member Glenn Hescock of Baker City, Oregon
at Burnt River LDMA camp.
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What
it
means
to
be
Gold
Life
Lifetime membership badge of honor that shows commitment

By BRANDON JOHNSON
GPAA/LDMA President

If you have ever learned how to pan or
gone prospecting for gold, chances are you
have been warned about gold fever. It starts
with a gold pan for most of us — taking a
panful of material, working it down rhythmically and suddenly pulling it back to reveal an
element like no other.
When you hold a piece of gold in your
hand and feel the weight of something 16-19
times heavier than the same volume of water,
it is unmistakable. The first time I panned for
gold was at a GPAA Gold & Treasure Expo.
When I was shown how to pan, I spent the
rest of the day practicing and pulling out as
many tiny pieces as I could find.
Learning to pan for gold is a unique experience you don’t soon forget. I starting thinking how much gold could be in that panning
tube, or in a bucket, or in my backyard. The
search for gold, with the help of persistence
and a little luck, eventually yielded my first
gold nugget at Italian Bar LDMA Camp.
This in itself was amazing; it was like no other piece that I had seen and got me thinking
how I could have found something so rare.
Similar to my use of the riffles in the pan, I
started looking at stream beds in a completely
different way.
At some point between those experiences, I became a lifetime GPAA member —
Gold Life. I did not call anyone or get any
membership cards. It was something learned
and something earned — and something
money just couldn’t buy. I became a lifetime
member of prospecting because I understood
the secret of gold panning — the process of

separating the
gold from the
black sands—
easy and pure!
To prospect
public
lands for gold
deposits would
take
many
more years of
study, research,
sampling and
practice, but
Brandon Johnson
I knew it was
possible. And,
if I had to, I could do it with only a gold pan.
Now that I had this knowledge, the fear of
losing my right to prospect was far greater
and my passion to preserve the living heritage and fundamental skills of prospecting
grew stronger each day.
Doing my part
I have found that gold fever — or the
love of prospecting — manifests itself differently in every person. Some people love
prospecting as a pure form of exercise; others
cherish the social aspects of prospecting, excited to get outdoors with family and friends.
Although they may spend little time digging,
processing, or extracting any gold, every one
of them is enchanted by what is found and reinvigorated by the findings of each cleanup.
Still others are involved more directly, finding enjoyment in the study of geology, gathering material to process and recover gold.
In most cases, once someone learns that
as a citizen of this country, you can file a
claim on public lands and keep the gold and
other precious minerals you find, a pride of

ownership and sense of belonging only adds
to the thrill of the adventure. Staking your
own claim or joining the GPAA means you
now have access to land proven to contain
gold, which is yours to prospect and mine.
It’s easy for me to think practically about
how important this right is to us all. My
grandfather once said, “If you can’t mine it,
and you can’t grow it, it don’t exist folks.”
Most people, however, have no idea they
have this right or the value of the minerals
they can extract from a mining operation on a
gold-bearing property.
Growing up, I didn’t learn how to build
the cars I would drive or the houses in which
I would live. I didn’t learn how to grow the
food I would eat or to make the clothes I
would wear. With my mining claim, I would
have the right to support myself through the
mining of precious metals from the land if I
so desired. Mining rights along with the right
to homestead and others granted to the citizens of our country have allowed all of us the
opportunity to accumulate wealth and contribute to the prosperity of our great nation.
Earning my membership card
At a recent local GPAA chapter meeting
I attended, one of the topics discussed was a
large public land allocation set aside for the
proposed sale and development of alternative
energy projects. Our public lands, managed
by the Bureau of Land Management, would
be set aside for potential purchase by energy
companies looking to install solar energy
fields. While I can understand the need to develop alternative energy solutions, the idea of
losing approximately one million acres was
alarming to me and I began to wonder where

this land is located, for how much it would
be “sold” and how the proceeds from the sale
would be used.
It angered me to hear the area being targeted could contain current mining claims
that would be nullified, possibly without any
compensation to their owners, if the current
proposal were to receive approval without
opposition.
Most of us hear about these unfortunate
circumstances quite frequently, not knowing
if there is anything that can be done to prevent such injustice. We say things like ‘I can’t
afford to fight this battle,’ ‘Thank God it’s not
happening to me,’ ‘It’s sad to hear about that’
or ‘I hope everything works out.’
But, that was not the message I was hearing from local chapter members at the meeting. They were organizing in carpools, passing around literature with names and phone
numbers, urging people to call and voice their
opinions to spread the word.
Although the proposed land grab would
probably have very little impact on each individual, there was a common goal to protect
the rights to access that large portion of public land and the mineral rights of the existing
claimants or future prospectors who would
be affected. It was important that a voice in
support of the public’s right to federal land
for mineral entry was heard loud and clear.
The time, energy, money and, most importantly, the voices of those individuals, including mine, would be invested in the effort
to protect the love of gold prospecting that I
was struck with long ago for myself, for my
friends and neighbors, my fellow countrymen and future generations of prospectors.
* GOLD LIFE — Page 19
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TWO QUARTZ

Barstow area offers desert gold

By MICHAEL GREYSHOCK
For the GPAA

California is an amazing place. Mention the name
to five different people and they will likely conjure up
five different images. But, just two hours from Hollywood, two hours from surfing at the beach, 45 minutes
from skiing in the mountains and about an hour from
the nearest stopped traffic lies a jewel of the GPAA’s
claims — the Two Quartz claims in the desert, north of
Barstow. Ironically, these claims are nearer to the iconic
scenes of Los Angeles than they are to the Golden Gate
or Mother Lode and Gold Rush country.
Driving away from the seemingly endless concrete
and noise of Southern California, a peaceful setting
emerges as you see the first creosote bushes grow in
their perfectly scattered manner clear to the horizon.
Between where Interstate 40 starts its trek east and
Interstate 15 continues north to Las Vegas, the prospector can take a quiet road towards the Coolgardie area.
On a usually well-maintained dirt road past a set of colorful hills where copper was mined, a basin emerges
with small bumps and gullies running through where
Joshua trees stand. Old-tailing piles and shafts blend
with new workings. Among the numerous claims which
cover this basin is Two Quartz — so near, yet so far
from the urban sprawl.
The first to work here for gold were Mexicans
traveling home from the Gold Rush. The period from
around 1900 through the Dirty Thirties saw the bulk of
mining. Drywashing was the predominant means and
is still the most successful for the modern prospector
in the area, although nuggets have been and are often
found here both by drywashers and detectorists.
For the drywasher, it’s an ideal place. The gold is
most commonly found in a layer of material a few feet
above the caliche false bedrock. Easy digging and an
abundance of gold-bearing gravel, not to mention that
you can drive right up to some of the most productive
spots, make for the possibility to run a lot of material
in a day. Most reports are of an abundance of flakes,
some fines and pickers along with occasional nuggets.
For the capable prospector who has carried out some
sampling of materials or possesses local knowledge,
finding several grams a day is both possible and perhaps
likely after a full day of hard work. Even the greenest
of prospectors who works hard and digs in much of the
material on the claims is almost certain to come back
with a smile and color in their pan.
For the metal detectorist, it’s a more challenging
location. The ground contains a lot of mineralization
and many of the rocks carry an abundance of iron. This

A GPAA member digs for a target while metal detecting at the Two Quartz claims near Barstow, California.

makes for a noisy day swinging. A pulse induction detector would handle the “hot” conditions better but a
VLF detector is more suited for the smaller size of gold.
Perhaps, the most productive method is to detect the
tailings piles from the drywashers where nuggets and
large pickers are often lost because of caliche attached
to the gold or an improper setup of the drywasher. The
detectorist still has a good chance of finding nuggets
here and any drywasher would be wise to double check
his tailings with a detector.
While the dirt roads are usually in good condition
and can often be managed in a car, a higher clearance
vehicle is a better option. Four-wheel drive is normally not required to reach the Two Quartz claims, but if
you’re traveling to some of the other GPAA claims in
the area or wish to explore further it may quickly become necessary. There is a maze of roads in the area and
a good topo map can go a long way towards helping you
navigate. And, never underestimate the weather of the
desert no matter if it’s hot or cold. No water or shade is

Photos by Jim Jeffrey

available, except for what you bring.
For the prospector and his family who venture a
short distance from the urban sprawl of Southern California, gold and good times await you on the 320 acres
of ground at the Two Quartz claims.
For more information, turn to page 182 in your
GPAA Claims Club Membership Mining Guide. There
you’ll find directions, GPS coordinates and a full-color
topographical map.
Mike Greyshock is a GPAA member, full-time prospector
and freelance writer based in California. He can be reached at
mrgreyshock@yahoo.com

There you have it! The golden results of a just a short time drywashing at the claims. Prospectors feed their drywashers with rich material at the Two Quartz claims.
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On Jan. 1, 2013 Tellico Plains, Tenn.
issued a requirement for a no cost permit.
Visit www.tellico-plains.com for information.
On April 5, 2013 the EPA issued a new
permit for small suction dredge operations
that discharge into Idaho’s waters. Go
to www.yosemite.epa.gov/r10/water.nsf/
npdes+permits/idsuction-gp for information.
On April 8, 2013 the California
Department of Fish & Wildlife published
a page update for the Suction Dredge
Permitting Program. Visit www.dfg.
ca.gov/suctiondredge for information.
California
n CLOSE ONE and FIRST
CHANCE – Kern County: These claims
are listed on page 156 of the Mining Guide.
Members are reminded these claims were
closed in the August/September 2012 edition of the Pick & Shovel Gazette.
n DOUGLAS CITY — Trinity
County: This claim is listed on page 210
of the Mining Guide. The BLM has erected restoration signs on the south one-half
of the claim and the campground is not
usable. Survey stakes are in place and the
north one-half of the claim is open.
n ROCK CREEK RICHES — This
claim was added in the June/July 2012
edition of the Pick & Shovel Gazette. A
public works project (dam) required an
amendment of this claim. The project is
clearly marked at the northeast corner of
the claim and the map and directions previously provided are unchanged.

Claims Club Membership Mining Guide

CACTUS NEEDLE
T4N R13W Sec. 22
160 acres
Gila & Salt River Meridian
USGS TOPO: Harisburg Valley
GPS Coordinates & General Claim Information
NE CORNER
SE CORNER
NW CORNER
SW CORNER

Access:
Terrain:
Gold:
Water:
Weather:
Land Status:

33*39’59.4678”by-113*35’20.8973”
33*39’43.2796”by-113*35’20.4607”
33*39’59.0237”by-113*35’40.2987”
33*39’42.9970”by-113*35’40.1532”

4 wheel drive recommended
Desert with hills, open mine shafts
Need reports
Dry, no water
Hot in summer
BLM/Colorado River District

15

Gold Prospectors Association of America

LA PAZ COUNTY

Directions, Comments & Member Reports
Directions:
From Highway 95 in Quartzsite, AZ go East on Interstate 10 for 35 miles. Turn off
on exit 53.
From Goodyear, a suburb of Phoenix, AZ take N. Cotton Lane, go West on Interstate
10 for 70.2 miles and turn off on exit 53.
Head north on Harquahala RD/Hovatter Road. At 4.2 miles, you will be
approximately 1/2 mile west of north end of claim. There are many dirt roads in
the area, some of which will get you close or on claim. The dirt roads may require
4-wheel drive.
Comments & Member Reports:
There are active mines in the vicinity, many of which are patented (privately
owned land). Stay clear. THE NORTH-EAST CORNER OF CLAIM IS OFF LIMITS AS IT
IS HAS A PIECE OF PATENTED PRIVATELY OWNED LAND THAT EXTENDS INTO CLAIM.
This area has many vertical mine shafts and some adits. Stay clear. These can be
very dangerous and ground may be unstable around them.

Idaho
n ELDORADO #8-H — Idaho
County: This claim was added in the August/September 2011 edition of the Pick &
Shovel Gazette. This claim is closed due to
invalidation by BLM.
Montana
n HELENA CLAIMS — Lewis &
Clark County: These claims are listed
on page 336 of the Mining Guide. These
claims are closed due to their having been
sold by the owner.
New Mexico
n OLD DRY PLACER #1 — This
claim is listed on page 365 of the Mining
Guide. This claim is closed at the request
of the owner.

Continued on Page 17
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Apex Talon Pick

Talon claws through toughest ground
By GARY STURGILL

GPAA Trade Show Manager

I own a lot of picks, including those
with long wood handles, short wood handles and forged one-piece picks to name
a few. I am always looking for the next
great pick. I like a lightweight, long handle with a sharp point on one end and a
flat blade digging end. The new Apex
pick is just that, with the addition of three
strong magnets, two on the back side and
one on the front. Three split steel retainers on the pick ensure the magnets stay in
position and protect them from damage
when in use, plus make it easy to remove
any buildup of magnetics, be it black
sand or iron objects.
To put this pick to the test, I took
it out to one of my favorite places and
used it to dig down between some large
compacted rocks at the bottom of a small
waterfall in a dry streambed. Remember
to take along and use safety glasses when
using any pick — better safe than sorry.
I was prying apart some rocks and
did not have enough manpower to pop
them loose so I grabbed a six-foot long
chunk of pipe and placed it over the handle for more leverage. I have busted a
lot of handles this way and was listening
to the handle, waiting to hear the creaking noise of the wood. The only sound
I heard was these two rocks breaking
loose. This is a hardy pick — nice welds
and a solid handle. I don’t suggest abusing your new Apex Pick in this way. It
was done for testing purposes only.
I was seeing a lot of magnetite collecting around the magnets and wiped
it off into a small bucket. I always like
to look through it later for any small
particles of gold that might have gotten
caught up with the black sand.
I worked this spot for about two
hours prying apart the layers of rock and
then started classifying the material into
a bucket to take back home and run wet
through another piece of equipment. I
ended up with seven buckets of paydirt
to run later at my leisure.
There is a slight curve to the blade of
this pick and I noticed that, unlike some
of the picks I own, this one did not bend

The Apex pick made short work in this hole in the bedrock. This is a hardy pick with nice welds and a solid handle.

There is a slight curve to the blade of this
pick and I noticed that unlike some of the
picks I own, this one did not bend much
when using it as a pry bar to pop rocks.
much when using it as a pry bar to pop
rocks.
The pick heads provide extreme durability, long service and reduce chipping
hazards. All pick heads are backed by a
100 percent lifetime manufacturer’s warranty, excluding normal wear and tear, to

the original purchaser.
These picks come in a variety of sizes, one to suit just about every need. The
pick I tested was the “Talon.” It weighed
in at 4.2 pounds with a head size of 12
inches by 4.5 inches. It has a 30-inch
hickory handle and is 100 percent Amer-

Photo by Gary Sturgill

ican made. The cost of the Talon pick is
$92.45, plus shipping when ordered online. They are carried in stock by many
dealers; check out their dealer and distributor page online at www.apexpicks.
com for the nearest dealer to you. Apex
can be reached at (208) 869-2911 and the
staff is happy to answer any questions
you may have about this fine product.

Gary Sturgill is Trade Show Manager for
Gold Prospectors Association of America. He
can be reached at gsturgill@goldprospectors.
org.

Apex Talon
Length: 30 inches
Blade width: 4.5 inches
Blade length: 12 inches
Weight: 4.2 pounds
Price: $92.45 (plus shipping)
Website
www.apexpicks.com
Phone number
(208) 869-2911

The Apex pick went through this decomposing bedrock with ease. Apex pick heads provide extreme durability.

Photo by Gary Sturgill
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BLM

Continued from Page 7

versial provisions. The new 20-year
plan calls for a 10-mile buffer around
the trails of the Continental Divide National Scenic Trail that run through the
lands. Many find the 10-mile buffer unduly restrictive and favor a more manageable three-mile or five-mile buffer.
Fremont County Commissioners found
the 10-mile buffer “extreme” and worried that even snow fences would be
disallowed along the highway through
the area. The buffer would serve to
restrict activities on public lands five
miles on either side of the trail.
The BLM’s choice of “Alternative
D” claims to have incorporated Wyoming’s efforts to protect the Greater
Sage-Grouse. However, the BLM’s buffer zones around the habitat of this species are more than three times as large
as those enacted in earlier consultation
with the BLM. The fight over the Lander Field Office RMP seems to be over.
With the agency pushing ahead with
the planned implementation of “Alter-

Mining Guide
Updates Continued
Oregon
n CALLEY PLACER and MOMENTARY LAPSE OF REASON —
Linn County: Members are reminded
these claims were closed and listed in the
August/September 2012 edition of the
Pick & Shovel Gazette.
n SUNSHINE SUSIE #2 — Jackson County: Members are reminded in
accordance with stream access regulations this claim opens and is available
after June 15.
South Dakota
n MARY ANN — Pennington
County: This claim is listed on page 424
of the Mining Guide. A new map is included in this issue of the Pick & Shovel
Gazette.
Washington
n REDBIRD #1 and REDBIRD #2
– Clallam County: Members are reminded permission to use these claims must
be obtained from the chapter at www.
wwgpaa.org/webpages/contactus.html.

native D,” state and local governments
continue to voice their objections to the
plan, but their concerns have little influence over the federal agency.
Fremont County was also highly concerned about the various buffer
zones that make it difficult for the Moneta Divide field to be fully developed.
The current proposal of 4,250 wells is
being reviewed by the BLM as a separate process from the “Alternative D”
RMP procedures. The oil and natural
gas field development would bring millions of dollars in jobs, growth and revenue to the area.
The Lander Field Office also oversees 2.7 million acres of federal mineral estates in Wyoming. Work began on
the RMP in 2007. The RMP is meant to
guide the use and development of the
BLM lands for the next 20 years. The
draft of the RMP was released in 2011
and open for public comment. The current revision was released in February
2013 and was open to objection from
those who had earlier participated in
the planning process until March 25,
2013. The BLM believes the National

Environmental Policy Act of 1969 and
the Federal Land Policy Act of 1976 require its current process.
However, many feel the BLM is
simply continuing a long-term federal
policy of ignoring local economic interests in the management of huge tracts
of public lands. Former Secretary of
the Interior Ken Salazar angered many
for his aggressive use of the Antiquities
Act and other federal legislation to remove millions of acres of public land
from public use. Salazar left his post on
April 12.
His replacement, newly appointed
Secretary of the Interior Sally Jewell
was sworn in on April 12. She has a
lengthy background in private industry.
She is the former CEO of the successful outdoor retailer REI. She has also
worked in the oil industry for Mobil
Oil for three years before moving to
the banking sector, where she spent the
majority of her career. Jewell was born
in England and has lived in the United
States since she was four years old.
The change in the head of the Department of the Interior, the department

Claims Club Membership Mining Guide

NORTH FORK FALLS
T16N R12E Sec. 07
160 acres
Mount Diablo Meridian
USGS TOPO: Blue Canyon
GPS Coordinates & General Claim Information
NE CORNER
SE CORNER
NW CORNER
SW CORNER

Access:
Terrain:
Gold:
Water:
Weather:

17

-120*39’42.5322”by39*15’57.5119”
-120*39’43.2078” by 39*15’31.1847”
-120*40’16.4228” by 39*15’44.0871”
-120*40’16.7606 by 39*15’31.1847”

Good, Two wheel drive.
Mountains 4800 ft. Elevation
Need Reports
River runs year round.
Cold winters with questionable access.

that oversees the BLM, seems unlikely
to make any difference to the Lander
Field Office’s decision, or the BLM’s
nation wide trend of removing public
lands from public use.
Messina worries that the restrictions on locatable mineral lands in the
Lander Field Office’s jurisdiction will
also affect “rockhounds looking for
gemstones to make jewelry.” The restrictions that come with the buffer
zones as well as the closure of so much
land to mining is sure to have a strong
local economic impact.
The Lander Field Office is now
conducting a resolution of protests and
mandatory 60-day governor’s consistency review. Following this period, the
agency will issue a record of decision,
which will include the RMP and environmental impact statement. After a
record of decision, a timetable for execution of the plan will be developed and
announced.

Jason McBride is a freelance writer based
in Oregon.

Gold Prospectors Association of America

PLACER COUNTY

Directions, Comments & Member Reports
Directions:
From Monte Vista go north on Interstate 80 to Emigrant Gap or from Cristco Grove
go south on Interstate 80 to Emigrant Gap.
At Emigrant Gap take exit 158 or 158A and go south less than 1/4 mile and turn
Right on Texas Hill Road and go 5.2 miles to claim.
North Fork Campground is a seasonal campground approximately one mile beyond claim. No hookups but has sites, water, vault toilets, tables, campfire rings.
Both tent and RV campsites on river.
Comments & Member Reports:
North Fork of American River crosses claim and claim also has three seasonal
creeks.



Wyoming
n CAROL PLACER and MUPU –
Fremont County: Members are reminded
certain areas of these claims are closed
and hand panning only is allowed due to
a BLM restrictions notice.
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Thinking outside the box

What’s really packed into new GPAA membership kits
By BRAD JONES
GPAA Editor/Content Director

It’s not only what’s inside the box
but what’s outside it that counts.
Not only does the new packaging on
the GPAA’s membership kits look spectacular, but the concept and incentives
to local chapters behind the new kits
offer a fresh approach to membership
growth.
While the kits contain everything
anyone needs to begin prospecting, the
GPAA is now encouraging chapters to
buy the kits from national headquarters
at a special wholesale price and resell
them to new members at retail price.
“It’s really and opportunity for chapters to have a stake in building their own
club as well as the GPAA,” said Executive Director of Operations Dominic
Ricci. “It gives them a real cash incentive to raise funds for chapter events and
equipment.”
And, there is something to be said for
hands-on point-of-purchase sales, Ricci
said.
“Before I buy something, I want to
touch it, feel it — maybe even smell
it. The new kits have not only a visual,
but physical appeal. It is a membership
you can carry home in a box, rather than
waiting to receive it in the mail,” he said.
Apparently, Ricci is not alone as
sales of the new membership kits to local chapters were reportedly brisk before
and after the GPAA Chapter Summit in
Las Vegas.
“This new feature of the Chapter Rewards Program makes a lot of sense for
both new members, and local chapters,”

Photos by Julie Day

GPAA membership kits are now available from participating local chapters. Direct sales of the new kits will help local GPAA chapters grow membership
and acquire equipment for fundraising raffles or for use during local outings.

he said.
At the summit, the GPAA also unveiled a new Chapter Rewards Catalog,
which shows chapter members what
kinds of mining equipment and benefits
they can earn.
The catalog makes it much easier for
chapter members to visualize a return for
their efforts in signing up new members
and ultimately to benefit their own local

chapter.
The small-scale mining community
really stepped up to the plate and helped
back chapter growth and support by

back in Vegas at the Chapter Summit and
the Gold & Treasure Expo.”
GPAA Chapters Administrator Louis
Escarcega echoed those sentiments, add-

It’s really an opportunity for chapters to have a stake in
building their own club as well as the GPAA. It gives them
a real cash incentive to raise funds for their own club events
and mining equipment.
offering products and equipment at a
good rate for the Chapters Rewards Program, Ricci said.
“Chapters can either use that equipment for their raffles to generate more
funds or keep for their clubs to use at local chapter outings,” he said.
GPAA Chapters Director Herb LaMadrid is ecstatic about the new opportunities for local chapters.
“This added incentive is what local
chapters have been missing, until now, to
really boost their membership and ours,”
he said. “We heard a lot of positive feed-

ing that many local chapter officials are
excited about purchasing the new kits.
“We’ve already got several bulk orders for the new membership kits from
local chapters since Vegas and we’re
expecting even more to roll in soon,” he
said.
To place an order for new membership kits, GPAA Chapter officials are
asked to call Herb LaMadrid: 1-800-9519707, Ext. 188.
Brad Jones is the Editor/Content Director for
the Gold Prospectors Association of America. He
can be reached at bjones@goldprospectors.org.

Miners see through political smokescreen

Karuk Tribe ̔misinterprets̓ Supreme Court’s decision not to hear case

By SARAH REIJONEN
For the GPAA

The most recent decision handed down from the
U.S. Supreme Court has the Karuk Tribe spreading
the word that the “Endangered Species Act trumps the
1872 Mining Law.”
“I’d say that their statement is based on an incorrect
interpretation of what the case was about, but it’s actually best labeled as propaganda,” said Western Mining
Alliance Vice President Eric Maksymyk,
In mid-March the Supreme Court chose not to hear
an appeal of the ruling in Karuk Tribe of California versus U.S. Forest Service, which fell in favor of the tribe.

“We won in the Ninth Circuit Court, but the Karuk
tribe appealed to the en banc, which is all the Ninth
Circuit Court judges, not just three,” said Public Lands
for the People President Jerry Hobbs. “They overturned
the Ninth Circuit Court so our lawyer petitioned the Supreme Court and they wouldn’t hear it.”
The ball first got rolling back in 2005 when the U.S.
District Court ruled against the tribe and decided that the
U.S. Forest Service would not need to confer with other
wildlife agencies before approving a Notice of Intent
for small-scale suction dredging. In 2011, a split, threejudge Court of Appeals panel upheld the district court’s
decision. But, the Karuks would not abide defeat. In yet
another appeal, the en banc panel leaned in favor of the

tribe, thus requiring the Forest Service to consult the
appropriate wildlife agencies in order to comply with
the Endangered Species Act prior to dredging.
Though dredging in the state of California has been
banned under a moratorium since 2009, this ruling
could set a precedent and affect miners should they win
their case in July and be allowed back in the water.
“We argued that when miners come in on the Forest
Service land and have their encampments to do mining
and they file a NOI with the Forest Service, the Forest
Service would always just approve it,” said Craig Tucker, Klamath Coordinator for the Karuk Tribe. “We were

* SMOKESCREEN — Page 27
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The power of involvement
If not for the many local chapter members, I don’t think anything would have been
done to oppose the closure of hundreds of
thousands of acres of public land. The sharing
of information, the proactive commitment to
attend hearings, make phonecalls and raise
a voice of opposition when necessary was
all that was asked of those attending. Some
chose to get involved, but everyone in that
room was exercising their GPAA lifetime
membership benefits.
To protect this freedom, this way of life,
we must all do our part to keep gold prospecting and small-scale mining relevant. The
GPAA member who attends hearings, demands a conversation with his public representatives, works with the BLM, U.S. Forest
Service and other agencies to reopen closed
roads and trails contributes in a direct way.
The member who files a claim, uses public lands, finds gold, supports our economy and
passes on the knowledge they have accumulated of effective precious mineral extraction also
contributes in an important way to the preservation and expansion of our mining industry. The
member who attends “Gold Rush Days” at their
local elementary schools and teaches our youth
how to pan for gold and the importance of mineral extraction prepares the next generation of
prospectors for their journey.
And finally, but just as importantly, are
the social prospectors who organize the outings, allowing families, friends and beginners
the chance to get out and enjoy prospecting.
Local GPAA chapter the meetings bring the
small-scale mining communities together to
discuss important issues, share knowledge
and experience. Chapter members spend their
own free time and money to the greater benefit of others for the sole satisfaction of enjoying quality time spent. They are our friends
and neighbors, our mothers and sisters, our
chapter presidents, treasurers, claims directors and chapter librarians who are inspiring
the next generation of gold prospectors.
Consider joining your local GPAA chapter by taking the first step and attending a
meeting. If you are already involved, think
about inviting one or two friends who might
want to join you on the next outing.
As Gold Life members, we can all have
an impact on the future of gold prospecting
one new member at a time.
Brandon Johnson is the President of the Gold
Prospectors Association of America and Lost Dutchman’s Mining association.

Claims Club Membership Mining Guide

NORTHLANDER #2
T6N R1W Sec. 05
40 acres
Seward Meridian
USGS TOPO: Seward C-7
GPS Coordinates & General Claim Information
NE CORNER
SE CORNER
NW CORNER
SW CORNER
Access:
Water:
Land Status:

60*38’47.04 by-149*29’57.75”
60*38’34.01” by-149*29’57.13”
60*38’47.34” by-149*30’23.7
60*38’34.01 by-149*30’23.7”
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SEWARD DISTRICT

Directions, Comments & Member Reports
Directions:
From Girwood, take Seward Hwy (AK1) for about 43.9 miles and turn right on dirt
road. You are at the claim.

Just off main highway.
On Colorado Creek.
Anchorage Main Office
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Garrett Infinium brings golden returns
PAid Advertorial
By Corey Whisson
Freelance Writer
Garrett Infinium likes it salty in
Western Australia!
As an amateur prospector in
Western Australia, I had used other metal detectors a few times from
a local prospecting shop, but now
I was ready to buy a detector of
my own. I had a tight budget and
wasn’t going to get prospecting out
all that often, so I thought I’d look
around. Well, after some trolling
through the Internet, I came across
an American-made metal detector,
the Garrett Infinium.
I then set about chasing some
more information on this detector, particularly concerning gold
hunting. I didn’t really find any bad
reports, but I didn’t find any successful reports either. However, I
decided to take a punt and buy one.
What I liked about the Infinium was
that it was lowly priced and seemed
very user friendly.
The next trip I headed out to the
Western Australian goldfields with
the stock 14-inch DD coil. I had no
end of trouble. I couldn’t ground
balance and couldn’t pick up very
tiny bits of rubbish. I was very dissatisfied to say the least. I didn’t
pick up any gold which was not unexpected given my difficulty getting
the machine right.

When researching about the
Garrett Infinium on the various Internet forums, I read that many of
the American treasure hunters were
using this machine effectively at the
beach and in the shallow salty waters. This got me thinking, perhaps
the Infinium would be good on salt
lakes? Next, I set about looking for
some Western Australian salt lakes
to detect on. By chance, I came
across information about an isolated salt lake northeast of Kalgoorlie
that had undergone some recent
gold exploration. Doing the correct
thing, I gave the company a call to
ask for permission and in the meantime struck up a good relationship
with the head geologist. During
our conservation, it was revealed
a small nugget had been detected
in the area during exploration. Brilliant, I was set!
We then ventured off to the spot,
where we were due to meet some
friends who had arrived there the
day before. On reaching the camp
spot late in the day, one of our
friends greeted us with a very big
smile and rattled his gold vial. He
had gotten a couple of small bits
and said the area had great promise! I couldn’t wait to get amongst
it. With an hour of light left, I headed onto the salt lake. There was an
obvious line of workings on the lake
with many raked quartz piles and a
large hole, which was presumably
a source of water for the sluicing
to wash out the gold. I had my little 7x5-inch DD coil on the Infinium

I scraped the pile and rubbed the handful
of quartz pieces over my coil. Unbelievably,
it was a beautiful one-gram salt lake nugget
— my first nugget with the Infinium!
When I returned home, I decided to do something that a man
doesn’t often do — read the instructions! Not only did I read the
instructions, but I used the various
internet forums to put together a
comprehensive guide on how to
get the best out of my machine. I
also purchased a few of the smaller
coils: the 8-inch mono, the 7x5-inch
DD and the 5x3-inch DD. The next
challenge was to find some good
gold prospecting ground.

and wandered around these workings. Then I thought to myself, even
though I am sure everyone would
of done this already, why don’t I go
over the raked quartz piles? First
pile ... nothing. Second pile ... nothing. But, on the third pile, I got a
beautiful short, sharp, crisp signal.
Rubbish, nail I thought? I scraped
the pile and rubbed the handful of
quartz pieces over my coil. Unbelievably, it was a beautiful one-gram
salt lake nugget — my first nugget

Photo by Corey Whisson

A close up of the Garrett Infinium 7 x 5-inch DD coil with all the salt lake nuggets found by Australian prospector Corey Whisson sitting on it.

Photo by Les Whisson

Australian prospector Corey Whisson using his Garrett Infinium on a salt lake near Kalgoorlie,
Western Australia. This particular spot produced six gold nuggets and was called the “purple patch.”

with the Infinium! I was so excited I
headed back to camp to tell everyone.
The next day, we all headed
out detecting. The lake definitely
looked like a productive area with
quartz outcropping everywhere; big
chunks of black ironstone and orange mineralizations. We chained
out the area of workings for a few
more nuggets. One of my mates
who had never found gold then
borrowed my Infinium. He wanted
to try the tiny 5x3 inch DD coil in
and around the workings. So, off
he went. Curious, I just sat back
and watched. After five minutes, he
called me over to say that he had
got a signal and then specked a 0.5
gram nugget shortly after! He suggested that I must of planted the
nugget, but I didn’t. The tiny coil
must of helped get into the nooks
and crannies.
After a day or two, we couldn’t
locate any more nuggets on that
particular area of the salt lake, so
we spread out. One of our friends
who was well away from the workings then got a signal and dug up
a two-gram nugget with a different
brand of detector. As is the way
we work, I then headed over and
started to chain one end of the salt
lake area with the Infinium. After a
few rows of chaining, I hit a purple
patch. I got signal after signal for a

total of six nuggets weighing about
one gram each, including my beautiful “Magic Giraffe” nugget. I was
using the 8-inch mono coil this time,
which can be quite noisy in places
but you just have to go really slow.
Another option to help is to change
to slow tracking and up the discrimination slightly, but I would rather
change to the small DD coils which
in general are not that noisy and
seem to maximize sensitivity.
The Garrett Infinium proved
itself to be very capable on this
Western Australian salt lake where
I ended with fifteen gold nuggets.
The nuggets were each about one
gram in weight and were found
at depths from one to six inches.
While the Garrett Infinium certainly doesn’t have the capabilities
of some of the high-end range of
detectors, for a relatively inexpensive detector, it can mix it well in
the Western Australian goldfields. I
am yet to do extensive land-based
detecting, but I am sure the Infinium will hold its own when I venture
there. My advice is that no matter
what detector you own, you should
spend a good deal of time learning
your machine and its capabilities.
I am glad I did this because I had
initially dismissed my Infinium, but
now believe it can serve me very
well until I can upgrade to the higher end range of detectors.
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Continued from Page 1

would adversely affect hundreds of miners.
Galice Mining District CEO Kerby
Jackson has led the resistance to the anti-mining legislation and filed the petition.
He spoke out loudly against the proposed
laws at a protest last February on the steps
of the State Capitol Building in Salem.
More than 300 miners attended the rally to
express their concerns and outrage over the
greased bills.
Jackson explained in a recent phone
interview that the Democrat senators who
introduced the proposed legislation are now
getting a taste of their own medicine since
they declared the proposed legislation an
“emergency” and tried to fast-track the bills
into law.
Jackson said he is not happy about the
dismissive attitude Dingfelder and Bates
have shown to the miners.
Bates is the author of SB 370, SB 401
and is believed to be the author of SB 115,
which was labeled as “anonymous” in violation of the Rules of the Oregon Senate,
Jackson said.
Now it appears SB 838 is the new SB
115, the status of which is unknown, Jackson said.
“The legislation, taken altogether, is so
severe that it will not only make criminals
of miners who are engaging in their congressionally-granted rights to placer mine,
but also strip them, in some circumstances,
of the exclusive possession and enjoyment
of their granted mineral properties ...” the
petition states.
n Senate Bill 115 would prohibit all
forms of motorized placer mining in the
state with limited exceptions. If passed, SB
115 would impose fines of $6,250 and up
to one year in jail for anyone caught placer
mining with motorized equipment.
n Senate Bill 838 would impose a fiveyear moratorium on all motorized methods
of mining, including highbanking, within
100 yards of any river.
n Senate Bill 370 would require smallscale miners to pay $125 for a “commercial
mining” permit for using anything larger
than a four-inch dredge.
n Senate Bill 401 would double the
amount of state Scenic Waterways, which
would effectively ban all mining.
“Those are the bills we are most concerned about,” Jackson said. “They were

* OREGON — Page 23
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MARYANN
T1N R4E Sec. 03
20 acres
07 Black Hills Meridian
USGS TOPO: Rochford
GPS Coordinates & General Claim Information
NE CORNER
SE CORNER
NW CORNER
SW CORNER

Access:
Terrain
Gold:
Land Status:

44*04’44.1722”by-103*37’55.077”
44*04’31.319”by-103*37’54.3889”
44*04’44.1722”by-103*38’4.0226”
44*04’31.1336”by-103*38’03.4205”

Two wheel drive.
Hills.
Need mineral reports.
Black Hills National Forest
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PENNINGTON COUNTY

Directions, Comments & Member Reports
Directions:
From Rochford, take Rochford Road East for 4.5 miles and turn right onto Mystic
Road. Go .5 mile and stay on Mystic Road. This is a hairpin left turn. You will continue on Mystic Road for another 2.1 miles until you come to a 3 way intersection
with a little church on the right. Turn left on George Frink Road and go about .5
miles to the southern claim boundary.
Comments & Member Reports:
The claim is on Castle Creek and is approximately 14 miles long and is known to
have Brook, Brown and Rainbow Trout.



NEW CLAIM — MINING GUIDE — SOUTH DAKOTA

22

Pick & Shovel Gazette

CHAPTER PRESIDENT
AUBURN
WASHINGTON

John Dawson

June/July 2013

Golden legacy leads to Auburn chapter
By JAI FARRIS
For the GPAA

Almost every prospector has a story.
It’s almost a requirement when joining
the ranks of those who seek treasure,
gems or gold.
John Dawson, GPAA chapter president in Auburn, Wash, recalls his story
proudly for anyone who asks, ‘What
drew you to prospecting?’
Dawson, you see, comes from a line
of prospectors beginning with his grandfather who ended up in Idaho after a long
wagon train ride with his wife. Settling
along a river in Ola, Idaho right after
the Gold Rush, Alonzo Harrison Phillips
took to logging, but he always had his
gold pan with him.
One summer, Phillips discovered a
gold vein in a little area called Dry Buck.
He took some samples and had them tested and discovered that he had happened
upon a rich vein. He was unable to return
to the area until the following summer.
By the time he returned to the area, he
couldn’t find the same spot. He’d marked
the site, but flooding had washed the
markers away.
Sadly, Dawson’s grandfather spent a
lot of his adult life trying to rediscover
that vein, but to no avail. He passed on
the information to one of John’s uncles
before he died and that uncle passed the
information on to John. Now, Dawson
plans to honor his grandfather’s legacy
by returning to the site and finding that
mine. He was just bitten by the gold bug
and the fever is now in his veins, which
makes him the perfect choice for president of the fledgling Auburn Club.
Dawson got involved locally by attending the GPAA Gold & Treasure
Show in Puyallup.
“My wife and I attended and while
there I got to talking to [GPAA Trade
Show Manager] Gary Sturgill.”
Dawson wanted to know if there
were any clubs near Auburn area, but the
closest GPAA chapters at the time were
to the north in Everett and to the east in
Spokane.

Auburn GPAA Chapter President John Dawson checks his pan for color at Deep Creek, about 25 miles from Seattle, Wash.

“I was disappointed and it must have
shown on my face because Gary then
asked me if I would be interested in starting a chapter in the Auburn area and it
sort of grew from there.”
The Auburn Chapter had its first
meeting last August. With John at the
helm, the new members set up a booth at
the 2012 Gold & Treasure Expo, where
they introduced visitors to the newest
chapter of the GPAA Northwest Chapters, the Auburn-Green River Valley
Prospectors. They took names of interested folks and when they had their next
meeting in January, they had 40 regularly attending members and a membership
list of dozens more.
“We were really proud of how

Submitted photo

Auburn GPAA Chapter Vice-President Todd Ray and five-year-old daughter, Jillian, at Deep Creek.

quickly people came on board,” Dawson
said.
For him, prospecting remains a family affair. His two adult sons have shown
an interest and his wife, Kerry, likes to
prospect, too.

Submitted photo

loves prospecting and wants to see it
open up to everyone interested. Though
his involvement began with his grandfather’s story, in the beginning he didn’t
jump in with both feet; he began with a
cheap metal detector.

We all have to be stewards of the
environment and there is no reason that
folks can’t work together. But, when you
have groups that react quickly with very
little information, it makes it harder for
everyone involved.
“She is disabled,” Dawson explained.
“However, I do what I can to help her be
a part of it. I often bring home material
so she can pan and sluice in the carport.”
Kerry, who has some difficulty walking, loves to pan for gold.
“She wants to take part so she goes
to some of the easier access places,”
Dawson said. “It is important to me that
we make it as possible as we can. The
industry is taking steps to include those
who are handicapped, which is nice.
And, there are a lot of manufacturers of
wheelchairs and scooters who are making adjustments to allow folks to get out
and do outdoor things, such as panning
and dredging. I want to encourage others
who may have difficulty not to let it stop
them from prospecting. Our club does all
it can to help my wife and we would assist others as well.”
It doesn’t take long to see that John

“In early ’70s, I bought a metal detector at a yard sale for $5,” Dawson
said. “I originally bought it to find some
underground wires at a home we were
working on, but then I started doing
some detecting in local fields and when
we would go out to Ocean Shores ... I’d
find all sorts of trinkets and coins. At that
point, I was hooked on prospecting in
general. Then, a few years ago, I decided to look into panning and mining and I
have been hooked ever since.”
Dawson said he is grateful for the
chance to become involved with the
GPAA because it offers him a chance to
share his passion.
“The GPAA offers the opportunity
to meet people who have the same interests,” Dawson said. “Many of the people
I have met have a lot more experience
than I do and I can glean information
* DAWSON — Page 23
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Continued from Page 22

from them. We have some old-timers
in our club who have been doing this
a long time and the information they
share is invaluable. I guess you can say
that it is the people aspect of it all that
I enjoy most in terms of being a part of
the club.”
Although the members of his chapter have a lot of fun, Dawson said they
also face many of the same challenges
as other clubs in the Pacific Northwest
— environmental extremists and government restrictions.
“We have the same challenges as a
Submitted photo
lot of other areas including environmen- Jillian Ray at Deep Creek.
talists who can get pretty gung-ho about
certain areas, causing the U.S. Forest reactions taking place,” Dawson said.
Service to close off some of our regular “I think that if prospectors don’t use
prospecting areas such as Blewett Pass,” prudent practices and follow the rules
he said. “Some of the prime prospecting that have been set in place, they can
areas here have been shut down. It can negatively affect the environment. But,
be frustrating. There are places we used by and large, most prospecting is done
to go that are now gated and locked. with these general rules in mind. The
Some of the local prospectors have even GPAA endorses the use of these rules
lost access to their claims because of it. and I know that the GPAA clubs make
These are things that we have to address sure that their members are following
and we also want to support the folks them. We all have to be stewards of the
in California and Oregon who are also environment and there is no reason that
dealing with these issues.”
folks can’t work together. But, when
Dawson’s views on the adversarial you have groups that react quickly with
relationship between environmental ex- very little information, it makes it hardtremists and small-scale miners is noth- er for everyone involved.”
ing new. Unfortunately, much of the
The Auburn chapter has a lot of
animosity is based on ignorance about outings planned and Dawson wants evmodern-day gold prospecting, out-of- eryone to know mining and prospecting
date science and deliberate green pro- are a wonderful family activity. He has
paganda.
extended an open invitation to anyone
“I think there are negative decisions who wants to attend a meeting.
being made that affect gold mining as
“There are no fees to attend and it
well as mining in general. They are not is a great way to determine if prospectbased on scientific evidence, but instead ing is for you. Our members are happy
are based on someone’s perception of to answer questions and show folks the
mining and dredging,” Dawson said. ropes. Some of the members are also
“They have often never seen a dredge happy to even share some of their site
in operation, so they really have no idea information with you,” Dawson said.
what really goes on.”
“We recently had a man come out to
While it has been scientifically a meeting because he was interested and
proven that small-scale suction dredge we invited him and his family to an outmining helps to improve fish habitat, ing. They came out, the man, his wife
the good that miners do tends to get and son, we loaned them some equipoverlooked.
ment and pretty soon all three of them
“When miners prove they are not had found gold. This is that kind of
affecting the wildlife, the environmen- activity. We don’t have to tell you how
talists come back with habitat pro- much fun it is, you just need to come out
tection issues, claiming mining affect and try it out.”
habitat, which also can cause an area to
Jai Farris is a freelance writer based in
be closed. There are a lot of knee jerk Marysville, Washington.

OREGON

Continued from Page 21

trying to overwhelm us and we thought
‘Well, we’re not going to spread ourselves
too thin.’ ”
“I’m not very happy about it especially because they are basically attacking my
property,” Jackson said.
The Western Mining Alliance reported
in April that although it seemed Oregon
miners were close to victory in acquiring
sufficient votes to defeat the anti-mining
bills, mining opponents “took another page
from the California playbook and changed
the rules.”
“The bills were pulled, renamed and
then sent to the Joint Ways and Means
Committee, ensuring that a full vote of
the Oregon legislature would not happen.
Once in the Ways and Means Committee, the committee needs only to vote on
the bill and it becomes law,” said WMA
spokesman Eric Maksymyk.
“The opponents of mining have repeatedly resorted to backroom deals to ram
this legislation through. No discussion, no
debate and certainly no dissent is allowed.

We must take immediate action and support the Oregon miners’ relentless efforts to
stop these bills.”
Maksymyk urged the small-scale mining community not let their guard down
and to make a stand.
“Time is running short and we need a
concerted effort to head off these anti-mining bills. You don’t need to be an Oregon
resident to voice your opposition to these
bills. Please call and email. We need you
to focus on the Democrats, but don’t take
Republican support for granted. Call the
Republicans and thank them for opposing
the bills,” he said.
You can find detailed information related to the Oregon fight by going to the
Galice Mining Districts website at www.
galicemining.com.
The Oregon fight is being organized,
led and fought by the Galice Mining District; the Waldo Mining District and the
New Millennium Diggers Association.
These groups have made repeated trips to
the capitol, provided testimony, wrote responses on behalf of representatives, organized a miners rally and provided factbased testimony.

Watch our
demonstration
video on our
website and
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INDIANA

GPAA State
Directors

Edward Romine�������������������� 812-736-1375

IOWA

Howard Ron White�������������� 319-936-7291

KANSAS

Randy DonCarlos����������������� 785-231-0860

Featured State Director
This issue’s featured State Director
is Roger Monson of Idaho...
See page 12.

ALABAMA

Scott Holland������������������������ 205-370-5595
Miner Mike Finlay.................334-756-3842

KENTUCKY

Raymond Marting��������������� 740-533-0259

LOUISIANA

Thomas Caughlin���������������� 318-259-4453

MAINE

Gloria Campbellton������������ 207-582-2677
Jack Duggins������������������������� 207-582-9267

MARYLAND

ALASKA

Jody Francisco.��������������������� 240-361-7798

ARIZONA

Matt LaClaire������������������������� 413-367-9436
Timothy English....................413-695-0809

Joe Demaree������������������������� 907-283-7808
Fred Siekmann���������������������� 480-947-8617
Donald Savill������������������������� 520-378-0303
Deanna Costen��������������������� 702-452-1049

CALIFORNIA

Pucky Junghans������������������� 925-672-1863
Ray Wilkerson������������������������ 760-598-6441
Nancy Roberts���������������������� 559-681-5144

COLORADO

Howard Martsolf������������������ 970-523-1357
William Martsolf....................970-858-9093

CONNECTICUT

Lester Kemble����������������������� 860-228-8037

FLORIDA

Steve Martin�������������������������� 321-689-9424

GEORGIA

Dave Messer�������������������������� 770-319-9276
W. Gene Adams�������������������� 678-364-1065

MASSACHUSETTS
MICHIGAN

Robert Bednarick����������������� 231-920-9439
Jamie Wright..........................369-731-5139

MISSISSIPPI

Terry Burge���������������������������� 601-798-8238

MISSOURI

Jeff Lawrence������������������������ 816-313-2266
Tom Gabriel��������������������������� 816-532-4449

OHIO
Bud Kaczor����������������������������� 440-734-4027
Harold Walters���������������������� 740-687-1184

OREGON
Steve Houston���������������������� 541-401-1613
Robert Rasey������������������������� 503-397-3047
Robert Wedding������������������� 503-761-0635

PENNSYLVANIA
Joseph Doren������������������������ 814-342-2661

SOUTH CAROLINA
Frank Wright Jr��������������������� 803-407-7414

SOUTH DAKOTA
Randy Noll������������������������������ 605-310-2988

TENNESSEE
Bryan Barner�������������������������� 423-519-2497

TEXAS
Phillip Caffey������������������������� 972-680-0377
Derroll Ross���������������������������� 940-325-5822

UTAH
Von Thompson��������������������� 801-562-1928
Michael Quinn���������������������� 801-808-0343

WASHINGTON

MONTANA

Robert Cunningham���������� 360-961-8217

NEVADA

WEST VIRGINIA

Kevin Grasser������������������������ 406-628-8314

Donald Kirst............................360-808-3397

Tom Costen���������������������������� 702-452-1049

Archie Morris������������������������� 304-342-4387

NEW MEXICO

Joe Smoot...............................304-972-1976

Jerry Gilbert��������������������������� 575-740-4347
Larry Lovett���������������������������� 915-585-6323
Paul Rockhold����������������������� 505-250-5529

Jim Deweese..........................304-882-2578

WISCONSIN

IDAHO

NEW YORK

Mike Flint�������������������������������� 608-372-0694

ILLINOIS

NORTH CAROLINA

WYOMING

Roger Monson���������������������� 208-303-7541
Chris Stuewe������������������������� 708-473-4690

Daniel Miller�������������������������� 607-524-8401
Bobby Crawford������������������� 704-762-9503

Paul Pogrant...........................920-210-1209

Rick Messina�������������������������� 307-234-0244
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LOCAL GPAA CHAPTERS
The best way to get the most out of your GPAA/LDMA
membership is to join a local chapter. Chapters are
free to join and designed to help, teach, advise and
inform members! Chapters are a great way to share
your passion for gold prospecting with others!

ALABAMA
(CRAGFORD, AL)
Bill Lambeth • 334-864-8197
buddybo1y@yahoo.com
ALASKA
(ANCHORAGE,AK)
Bill Dunlevy • 907-337-5668
ARIZONA
(PARKER, AZ)
Angel Lund • 760-627-4027
crgpaa@yahoo.com
(PHOENIX, AZ)
Fred Siekmann • 480-947-8617
arizonagold@cox.net
(PRESCOTT VALLEY, AZ)
Bobby Shearon • 928-775-2506
pvprospectors@gmail.com
(SIERRA VISTA, AZ)
Tom Tierney • 520-378-3294
(SHOW LOW, AZ)
Ron Ream • 928-242-2310
shologp2a@gmail.com
(TUCSON, AZ)
David Steimle • 520-294-5074
desteimle@msn.com
ARKANSAS
(FAYETVILLE, AR)
Tony Barnhill • 479-871-1287
patricia.barnhill@tyson.com
CALIFORNIA
(BAKERSFIELD, CA)
Gil Angelo • 661-301-4409
papagil80@att.net
(BREA, CA)
Max Maxilom • 626-488-9310
aunut2k@hotmail.com
(CHICO, CA)
Mark Thompson • 530-520-5134
(CONCORD, CA)
Brian Ramos • 925-603-3271
eastbaygpaa@gmail.com
(FRESNO, CA)
Nancy Roberts • 559-681-5144
cvprospector@cvprospectors.org
(HESPERIA, CA)
Robert Fredlund • 951-314-0439
hrfred@hotmail.com
(HIGHLAND, CA)
Dale Wahlfeldt • 909-437-2765
dwahlfeldt@hotmail.com
(HEMET, CA)
Arnold Shields • 951-544-0145
ajshields48@yahoo.com
(PASO ROBLES, CA)
David Fauset • 805-610-5223
ccgpprez@yahoo.com
(SACRAMENTO, CA)
Jim Hutchings • 530-367-5108
jhutchings22@hotmail.com
(SAN DIEGO, CA)
Chester Nowicki • 760-747-1165
CandHNow@cox.net
(SAN JOSE, CA)
Mike Phillips
kitfoxchumash@yahoo.com
(STOCKTON, CA)
Robert Guardiola • 209-606-0085
deltagolddiggers@gmail.com
(TEMECULA, CA)
Jack Barber • 951-595-0942
jack_barber@hotmail.com

(REDDING, CA)
J.R. Brandvold • 530-356-9389
ernestbrandvold@yahoo.com
COLORADO
(COLORADO SPRINGS, CO)
Ron Woods • 719-597-6104
albertawoods@q.com
(DENVER, CO)
Johnny Walker • 720-523-3386
johnny@denvergpaa.org
(DURANGO, CO)
Toby Walker • 970-946-1774
ybotreklaw@yahoo.com
(GOLDEN, CO)
Joe Johnston • 303-696-6950
president@foothillsprospectors.com
(GRAND JUNCTION, CO)
Howard Martsolf • 970-523-1357
goldcatcher74@yahoo.com
(OLATHE, CO)
Marlin Littlefield • 970-399-7557
marlinlt@skybeam.com
CONNECTICUT
(DANIELSON, CT)
Lester Kemble • 860-228-8037
lkemble@charter.net
FLORIDA
(BRANFORD, FL)
Gerda Godwin • 386-496-1280
(ORLANDO, FL)
Thomas Davis • 407-625-6926
Thomas.davisjr1@gmail.com
GEORGIA
(AUGUSTA, GA)
Charles Lott • 706-631-7753
charleslott77©yahoo.com
(BUCHANAN, GA)
Alan McCary • 770-927-7787
IDAHO
(IDAHO FALLS, ID)
Mario Poletti • 208-785-7477
caribouidahochapter@yahoo.com
(NAMPA, ID)
Cary Singleton • 208-863-3580
buckskinmining@cableone.net
(TWIN FALLS, ID/SNAKE R.)
Brad Dey • 208-280-0538
thedore@cableone.net
ILLINOIS
(ALSIP, IL)
Chris Stuewe • 708-473-4690
possum61@sbcglobal.net
(ROCK ISLAND, IL)
Ben Nicholson • 309-368-9741
benpah@gmail.com
(JACKSONVILLE, IL)
Edward Long • 217-245-1465
long452@hotmail.com
INDIANA
(GATESVILLE, IN)
Jim Mcintyre • 812-614-3477
mr2dmducks@yahoo.com
(GREENSBURG, IN)
Edward Romine • 812-736-1375
E.romine@frontier.com
IOWA
(MALCOM, IA)
Jerry Rhan • 641-485-4716
goldpanman@ymail.com
KANSAS
(Wichita, KS)
Dan Reisig • 316-207-3390
dan@wichitagpaa.org
LOUISIANA
(ALEXANDRIA, LA)
Thomas Caughlin • 318-259-4453
caughlin36@bellsouth.net
MAINE
(WINDSOR, ME)
Phillip Moulton • 207-660-7563
mainegoldpanna32@aol.com
MARYLAND
(FREDERICK, MD)
Jody Francisco • 240-361-7798
jodylaurafrancisco@yahoo.com
MASSACHUSETTS
(GREENFIELD, MA)
Timothy English • 413-695-0809
timster6154@yahoo.com
MICHIGAN
(REMUS, MI)
Bob Bednarick • 231-920-9439
mibob44@gmail.com

MINNESOTA
(KASSON, MN)
John Wilkus • 507-835-2761
john.wilkus@gmail.com
(Stillwater, MN)
Robin Stiller • 651-592-4601
atomic_styles@yahoo.com
MISSISSIPPI
(Biloxi, MS)
Daryl Rice • 228-474-1080
darylrice@att.net
MISSOURI
(ST. JOSEPH, MO)
Melvin Altis • 816-628-5493
maltis@uniteone.net
(ST. LOUIS, MO)
Jim Wilson • 618-974-9857
damnitjim707@yahoo.com
(WELLINGTON, MO)
Randy Don Carlos • 785-231-0860
mo_gpaa@hotmail.com
MONTANA
(BELGRADE, MT)
Earl Wortman • 406-763-4480
(BILLINGS, MT)
Melvin Waymire • 406-860-1624
mrgrumpysgold@gmail.com
(LINCOLN, MT)
Bob Rosteck • 406-453-9050
NEVADA
(LAS VEGAS, NV)
Deanna Costen • 702-452-1049
dcosten@cox.net
(RENO, NV)
Larry Robbins • 775-475-0258
gpaainforenochapter@yahoo.com
NEW MEXICO
(ALAMOGORDO, NM)
Albert Sims • 575-437-8594
Butch@camacs.com
(DEMING, NM)
Russ Schumacher • 575-545-4641
NEW JERSEY
(CLARK, NJ)
Stephen Wein • 201-463-0360
steve_wein@hotmail.com
NEW YORK
(CORTLAND, NY)
Danny Miller • 607-524-8401
goldfanatic56@gmail.com
NORTH CAROLINA
(ABERDEEN, NC)
Harry Powell • 910-638-1729
rockhammerharry@yahoo.com
(MATTHEWS, NC)
Glenn Coleman • 704-299-2808
glenncoleman43@gmail.com
NORTH DAKOTA
(BISMARCK, ND)
Terry Hoerer • 701-226-6325
ndgpa@yahoo.com
OHIO
(BELLVILLE, OH)
Dennis Staskiewicz • 973-726-9831
gotgold1@live.com
(LUCASVILLE, OH)
Harold Walters • 740-687-1184
(HARRISON, OH)
Jim Hancock • 513-885-0531
jhancock16@yahoo.com
OKLAHOMA
(ADA, OK)
Phil Roblin • 580-320-3424
(OKLAHOMA CITY, OK)
Mike Pung • 405-736-6282
mcwood@iglide.net
OREGON
(BROWNSVILLE, OR)
Wendy Houtz • 541-990-6214
fire_frog606@yahoo.com
(KLAMATH FALLS, OR)
James Simington • 541-851-0374
(PORTLAND, OR)
Richard Ruth • 503-663-9087
richardruth5@frontier.com
(ROSEBURG, OR)
Walt Evens• 541-459-3489
PENNSYLVANIA
(ST. PETERS, PA)
Dave Buzzard • 610-431-4693
presidentdelawarevalleygpaa@yahoo.com

(ALLEGHANY, PA)
Sean McGarry • 330-793-5357
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(NEW OXFORD, PA)
Gale Livelsberger • 717-817-7569
galejoe46@gmail.com
(PORT MATILDA, PA)
Robert Seager • 717-935-5384
caverzig@embarqmail.com
SOUTH CAROLINA
(Seneca, SC)
Dan Crawford • 864-843-6729
djcrawford1960@att.net
(simpsonville, SC)
Wayne Schook • 864-963-0821
cmschook@yahoo.com
TENNESSEE
(COKER CREEK, TN)
Chuck Pharis • 818-802-1603
chuck@pharis-video.com
(SUGARTREE, TN)
Mike Coto • 713-549-4878
mcoto@sugratreeprospectors.org
TEXAS
(EL PASO, TX)
Pete Rosh • 915-755-0295
elpasoprospectors@att.net
(GRANBURY, TX)
John Hammons • 817-905-2417
gpaa77@yahoo.com
(GREENVILLE, TX)
Don Brisendine • 903-725-7960
donlin@etex.net
(ROUND ROCK, TX)
Kevin Green • 512-310-8111
kevin@roundrockgpaa.net
(WICHITA FALLS, TX)
Alan Davis • 940-357-9075
adavis.dcsi@sbcglobal.net
UTAH
(SALT LAKE CITY, UT)
Doug McCart • 801-301-9931
pcsdoug@aol.com
VIRGINIA
(Hillsville, VA)
Bill Humble • 276-251-2198
sw.va.gpaachapter@gmail.com
WASHINGTON
(AUBURN, WA)
John Dawson • 253-833-2255
(EVERETT, WA)
Eras Gattshall • 425-263-2293
(LONGVIEW, WA)
Robert Costello • 360-274-3396
(PORT ORCHARD, WA)
Lonny Meadows • 253-333-8931
ldmeadows6@gmail.com
(RENTON, WA)
Brian Kushin • 206-922-2408
(VANCOUVER, WA)
Al Lewis • 971-235-8308
countryal@msn.com
WEST VIRGINIA
(NEW HAVEN, WV)
Jim DeWeese • 304-882-2578
gpaawv@gmail.com
(NITRO, WV)
David Kessler • 304-546-3309
(CRAIGSVILLE, WV)
Larry Board • 304-742-5097
larry_board@yahoo.com
WISCONSIN
(GREENBUSH, WI)
Ronald Smith • 920-892-4092
ausmith2005@yahoo.com
(RICE LAKE, WI)
Mike Wiersma • 715-523-2748
usmike@mchsicom
(TOMAH, WI)
Mike Flint • 608-372-0694
mwink12@excite.com
(WAUSAU, WI)
Kurt Bublitz • 715-340-2831
lizzy101@charter.net
WYOMING
(CASPER, WY)
Rick Messina • 307-234-0244
wooddoctor4@msn.com
(CHEYENNE, WY)
Ken Siders • 307-514-0033
ken43ken43@yahoo.com
(GILLETTE, WY)
Bill Kocher • 307-682-7055
wmkocher5@yahoo.com
(SHERIDAN, WY)
Ed Kline • 307-683-2821

If you need to change or add chapter information, please email gpaachapters@goldprospectors.org or call 1-800-551-9707.
All changes must be submitted in writing by email or regular mail and must be requested by a current chapter officer.

GPAA CHAPTERS

Start a chapter in your area today! Call 800.551.9707 or email
gpaachapters@goldprospectors.org to find out how!
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MINER’S MARKETPLACE
ALASKAN PAYDIRT!
Gold-bearing concentrates from working placer
claims in Fairbanks, Alaska. None Better! Call
for a Free Sample!
Felix Paydirt’s Gourmet Gold
Toll Free (877) 775-1120
www.felixpaydirt.com
0700/CNTSLY
PANNING CONCENTRATES
AND GOLD NUGGETS
Gold panning gravel salted with coarse grains
and nuggets. Great for practicing your panning
skills. Also, have gold nuggets by the gram. For
information write:
DreaMail - GP, P.O. Box 1790
Fairview, NC 28730
0700/CNTSLY
QUALITY ALL NATURAL
GOLD BEARING CONCENTRATES
Natural gold direct from our trusted prospectors
in the field. Salted and seeded concentrates,
but also some of the highest content paydirt
available for gold panning needs and your
enjoyment!
“–Bring the Venture to Your Home!”
www.GOLDpaydirt.com
0307/CNTSLY
PANNING CONCENTRATES
containing black sand and gold.
$40 per bag plus $4 shipping each bag.
Quantity discounts available.
J. Wammack, P.O. Box 2263
Bentonville, AR 72712
479-466-0867
1101/CNTSLY
WE’RE DIG’N FOR GOLD
near LDMAs Duisenburg camp! Git’n dirty and
hav’n lot’s a fun! You can too! Learn how with
Larry Wright
(760) 793-5718
1201/CNTSLY
EAST AND WEST GOLD MAPS
In color. Large scale. You can see details. 8,000
deposits from official records. The best maps
for prospecting.
WWW.GOLDMAPS.COM
(321) 783-4595
1102/CNTSLY
DON’T SPEND A FORTUNE!
Gold recovery equipment for less —
Highbankers, Power Sluices, Drywashers,
Trommels, Spiral Panners, Gold Cube.
Free shipping when you spend $350.
www.GoldRushTradingPost.com
0709/CNTSLY
www.opengoldclaims.com
0711/CNTSLY
GOLD MISER
COMPLETE PROSPECTING STORES
www.goldmiser.com
34403 U.S. Highway 2
Libby, MT 59923
(406) 293-8679
FULL-LINE METAL DETECTOR
DEALER. DREDGES - HIGHBANKERSDRYWASHERS.
0705/CNTSLY
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GOLD
NEAR: San Diego, Escondido, Julian, Santa
Ana, Riverside, Palm Springs, Indio, Los
Angeles, Pasadena, Pomona, San Bernardino,
Victorville, Lancaster, Barstow, Ventura
County, Johannesburg, Ridgecrest, Bakersfield,
Porterville, Visalia, Fresno,
& Owens River. GO FOR IT!
WWW.GOLDMAPS.COM
(321) 783-4595
0705/CNTSLY
WETSUITS
Adult 5X thru kid sizes, neoprene boots thru
size 16 in stock. We also have hoods, weight
belts, suspenders, masks, dry suits. Bring in this
ad for an additional 10% discount. No sales tax
in Oregon.

Sundance Divers
543 NE “E” St.,
Grants Pass, Oregon
(541) 479-9715
www.sundancedivers.com
0908/CNTSLY
www.goldinalaska.net
0711/CNTSLY
ATTENTION ARIZONA, NEVADA AND
CALIFORNIA PROSPECTORS
Map 1 showing 405 California gold sites along
state lines from Mexico to Death Valley is now
available. Please see,
WWW.GOLDMAPS.COM/CA.HTML
(321) 783-4595
1109/CNTSLY
GOLD, JEWELS
& TREASURES LOCATED
in person or long distance. Call map dowser
Robert Thomason at:
(205) 566-9988. mineralman@bellsouth.net
0312/CNTSLY
– CONCENTRATE BAGS –
containing gold & gem stones.
$40 each bag + $4 shipping
each bag.
B. Sullins, P.O. Box 1031
Meadview, AZ 86444
(discounts on large orders)
(479) 220-7754
0710/CNTSLY
EXCITING NEW BREAKTHROUGH!
Now you CAN take it with you!
Recirculating rocker box
of the 21st Century.
No gas, oil or battery.
Everything needed to get gold in
one easy-to-carry 20 lb. package
that’s on your side and works for you.
WWW.GOLDCRADLE.COM
(503)357-3697
0709/CNTSLY
ANCIENT RIVERS OF GOLD
WWW.GOLDMAPS.COM/ANCIE
NT_TERTIARY_RIVERS_OF_GOLD.HTM
0108/CNTSLY
ARIZONA PLACER GOLD
CONCENTRATES
from Quartzsite, Arizona. Concentrates loaded
with fines, pickers, nuggets. Five different sizes
to choose from.
Email for prices Azplacergold@aol.com
0710/0214
GOLD MAPS / GHOST TOWNS
Western U.S. from Alaska
to Colorado to Arizona.
Full Color Topographic Maps. GPS Data.
1,000’s of Gold Sites taken from official
records. Placer Gold deposits shown. Ghost
Towns highlighted and have GPS data. Great
for Metal Detecting and Gold panning.
www.GoldTrekMaps.com
0911/CNTSLY
MAKE YOUR OWN GOLD BARS.COM
Table Top Furnaces 2012 F
Front Load Kilns Heat to 2300F
Tilting Furnaces for Smelting
Graphite Molds-Steel
Molds-Crucibles-Tongs
DIY Books-Flux-Gloves-Safety Equipment
call us for a FREE Catalog
www.MakeYourOwnGoldBars.com
Steve@MakeYourOwnGoldBars.com
(714)848-5424
0712/0613
640 ACRES
16 miles outside of Winnemucca, Nevada
$125,000. Log cabin if wanted, $75,000.
Ivo Ridge 713-474-0648
0513/0613
2 - NICE RARE EARTH MAGNETS
Great for removing magnetite, hematite from
your gold pan etc. send $7.00
L. Meredith
P.O. Box 11216
Reno, NV 89510-1216
0713/1013

ROCK CRUSHERS
Crush your rocks to 100-200 mesh
in seconds
15” w/Gas Motor $1549
Electric $1249
13” w/Gas Motor $1299
Electric $1199
Price includes delivery to lower 48 States
Phone (714) 848-5424
Steve@makeyourowngold.com
www.MakeYourOwnGoldBars.com
1112/0613
FACT!
Without education in the principles of freedom,
freedom dies. FACT! Twelve loans of 150
ounces (for equipment) will allow us to recover
30,000 ounces of placer gold/year for education
in the principles of freedom.
www.Freedom101Project.com
and www.HenryBeeGold.com
0713/0813
HOW TO TRAIN YOUR DOG
TO FIND GOLD!
Booklet/video $24.95 see article in Gold
Prospectors mag Nov-Dec 2012 issue.
Nuggett Dog
841 Walker, Orland, CA 95963
0713/0813
HUMAN MAGNETICS
A new Fun, Easy and Only Way to
Locate GEMS, DIAMONDS, RUBIES,
EMERALDS. Will Also locate GOLD,
SILVER and some METEORITES.
CRAZY RODS $49.00 + $8.00 S&H
Scientifically Perfected, Will Teach or Locate,
PO Box 640, Hawthorne, FL 32640
(352) 481-5440
Checks paid to J.D. Moore
0713/CNTSLY
For OFFICIAL GPAA, LDMA AND
CLUB BADGES
Call Michael at (530) 501-6009, visit
Engraversintime.com, or write to engraveit@
netzero.net. We specialize in custom work,
including badges, signs, etc.
0713/0813
THE GOLD LAB FOR SALE
Brand new original price $1,000.00 used only
once, discounted to $625.00
Contact Joseph @ (206) 780-1882
0713/0813
J.W. PROSPECTING SUPPLIES
Mall
1225 W. Hudson Rd.
Rogers, AR 72756
(479) 466-0867
0713/0813
Gold Equipment You can Build
www.grizzlyminer.com
www.handymantrommel.com
www.goldrushconcentrator.com
www.drygoldrecovery.com
0713/0813
Clear Creek
Prospecting Supply LLC
98 W. 70th Ave., Denver, Co 80221
720-502-4984
“The Friendly Store”
Prospecting Equipment at Affordable Prices
(no city sales tax)
Authorized GPAA Dealer, Gold Prospecting
Classes (1/2 day & full day, Call for
reservations) Custom Sluices, Highbankers, and
Dredges By JC Manufacturing
We take consignments
www.clearcreekprospecting.com
getgold@clearcreekprospecting.com
0713/0813

Pick & Shovel Gazette
Classified Advertising
RATES
$1/word with a $25 minimum.

PLACE YOUR AD
By mail:

GPAA • P.O. Box 891509
Temecula, CA • 92589-1509

By e-mail:

advertising@goldprospectors.org

By FAX:

951-699-4062

Please Note
We do not take classified ads over the
phone. Please use one of the above methods to order.

WHAT TO SEND
Membership number, full name, address,
phone, e-mail address and method of
payment. If paying by credit card, please
include your card number and expiration
date. Credit card orders will be processed
the same day they are received.

DEADLINE
Classified ads will be placed in the next
available issue according to deadlines.
Please send your ad in two months before
you would like it to appear is this publication, which is published every other
month.

IMPORTANT
The Pick & Shovel Gazette cannot accept
responsibility for the delivery of goods
and services of classified advertisements
which appear on this page. We make
every effort to screen out all misleading
advertising. No blind advertisements. The
Gold Prospectors Association of America
will not publish classified advertising of
any kind without a current GPAA, LDMA
or Gold Life membership number, street
address and verifiable telephone number
on file. ALL ads are PREPAID. No phone
ads are accepted.

The GPAA is looking to access more
gold-bearing land in the Eastern
United States for member use! If
you know of any claims, leases, or
any other properties that might fit
the bill, please contact the claims
department. 1.800.551.9707
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SMOKESCREEN
Continued from Page 18

like, ‘No no.’ Depending on what they’re doing, it could
have a significant impact on ESA-listed Coho salmon.”
Hobbs said the news release distributed through the
Native News Network paints a false picture of reality
and misconstrues the heart of the case.
“They’re lying is what they’re doing, making it
sound like — to other organizations — that if there’s
an endangered species, that trumps all — and that’s just
not true,” Hobbs said. “They can protect, but they can’t
prohibit.”
Tucker said the focus lies on endangered species,
such as the Coho salmon, and that in fact, the ESA does
“trump” the 1872 Mining Law.
“That’s really how we see it because that’s how
it was argued before the court,” Tucker said. “This
demonstrates that if there’s an ESA-listed species in the
mix, you can’t just do whatever you want. We think this
will be more protective of fisheries. These mining activities will have to be evaluated by the federal agencies

whose mission it is to protect these endangered fish.”
But, Hobbs said he sees the court coming at it from
a different perspective.
“It wasn’t all about endangered species,” Hobbs
said. “It’s about significant disturbance. So, if you’re
doing something significant, or what they think is significant, you have to file a Notice of Intent. So, it looks
like the very minimum a dredger is going to have to
have since they lost the case is a Notice of Intent and a
Plan of Operations.”
Hobbs said the Supreme Court’s decision not to hear
the case is not a big surprise as it is inundated with potential cases and only chooses to hear a limited number.
“The Supreme Court only takes less than five percent of cases every year so if you don’t get the vote, you
won’t get it heard in the Supreme Court,” Hobbs said.
Still, Tucker claims the Supreme Court’s decision
not to hear the case from the miners shows that they
are in favor of the tribe and making the cause of endangered species paramount.
“I don’t think they chose not to hear it because they
were too busy,” Tucker said. “I would interpret it as,

27
based on merit of the arguments, they decided not to
touch it and allow the decision of the Ninth Circuit en
banc panel stand because it was the correct legal interpretation, but it’s all speculating about the intention of
the Supreme Court justices. I can only assume that they
didn’t feel like the miners’ petition was merited.”
Tucker said miners should not be given special
treatment when it comes to adhering to the ESA.
“I think the Endangered Species Act applies to miners just like it applies to the rest of us,” he said.
While the Endangered Species Act applies, the
question still remains: Which takes top billing: ESA or
the 1872 Mining Law?
Hobbs votes the latter.
“The law says mining is the highest and best use of
the land,” Hobbs said. “They still try to circumvent that.
It should be other way around; other uses are interfering
with mining.”
Sarah Reijonen is a GPAA member and freelance writer based
in California.

Outings & Events
We Welcome Your
Submissions
The Gold Prospectors Association of America
invites you to list your outings and events.
Please submit your outings and events by email
to publications@goldprospectors.org or by mail
to Gold Prospectors Association of America • Attention: Publications Editor • P.O. Box 891509 •
Temecula, California, 92589-1509. Please submit at least four months before the actual event.
Don’t forget to include your name and phone
number for verification as well a contact name
and phone number to publish and the five Ws
— Who, What, Where, When, Why — and How.

NOTICE FOR GPAA CHAPTERS

THERMAL CITY GOLD
MINE GOLD DIG

Aug. 31 & Sept. 1
Labor Day Weekend
Cost - $150 Per Person – 2 Days
Entry must be completed by 8:30 a.m.
on Saturday of the Dig. Gold split is only
among those signed up for the Dig. For
more information or to register call
(828) 286-3016
www.huntforgold.com
Vendors, Gold Panning, Gem
Fluming, etc.
Thermal City Gold Mine
5240 US 221 Hwy North
Union Mills, NC 28167
828-286-3016
Call now to reserve your spot in the DIG.
See you on the creek bank!

If you have an event that you know about
Coker Creek Annual
ahead of time (four months or better),
please notify us by email at publications@
Gold Festival
goldprospectors.org, regular mail or fax.
The Coker Creek Tennessee GPAA
This page is for you to let people know Chapter will hold its annual Gold Festival
about your outings and events that you on June 15. For more information and
have scheduled as well as larger gold
directions, go to the forum at:
and treasure events sponsored by other
www.cokercreekgpaa.com
groups. We would like to be able to have
this page full of your events from all over
Everett Rock & Gem
the country.

Club’s 60th Annual Gem,
Jewelry, & Mineral Show

The GPAA 2013 Gold
& Treasure Expos

June 1 & 2, 2013 • Everett, WA
Sat – 10 – 6 • Sun – 10 – 5
Everett Community College, Student
Fitness Center, 2206 Tower Street,
Everett, WA 98201
Free admission. Dealers,
demonstrations & food
Contact: Fritz Mack, PO Box 1615,
Everett, WA 98206 (425) 232 0809

Experience the fun and excitement of the
2013 Gold and Treasure Expos. Be one of
the first 100 paid attendees at each show
and receive a FREE vial with placer gold.
See the newest gold prospecting and
treasure hunting equipment. Come and
get your chance to WIN prizes and see
what’s new!

NORTH IDAHO

ALASKA GOLD EXPEDITION

MINERAL CLUB
This is our big expedition that we do every
year. Come and have the experience June 1 - 2, 2013 • Coeur d’Alene, ID
of a lifetime! Visit historical prospecting Sat. 9 a.m.- 5 p.m., Sun 10 a.m.- 4 p.m.
areas. Alaska is a golden opportunity Kootenai County Fairgrounds, 4056
for adventure, learning and fun. Don’t North Government Way, Coeur d’Alene,
ID. Admission: $2. Contact: Bev
miss out! Space is limited so make sure
Bockman bockbb@aol.com
you call GPAA for more information and
(208)773-5384
reservations.
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alaska treasure
seekers society’s
37th ANNUAL METAL
DETECTING HUNT

June 22-23, 2013 • Palmer, AK
Sat. 9 a.m. - 4 p.m., Sun 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Alaska State Fairgrounds, France
Equestrian Center, 2075 Glenn Highway,
Palmer, AK For more information you
can contact Secretary Cathy Herrin,
spotmom@alaskatreasureseekers.net
or (907) 373-7440

Rock’n the Coast
50th Annual Gem and
Mineral Show

June 15 & 16, 2013 • Newport, OR
Oregon Coast Agate Club
Sat – 10 – 6 • Sun – 10 – 4:30
Yaquina View Elementary School,
Multipurpose Room, 351 SE Harney St
(just off Hwy 20, turn south at the light),
Newport, OR
Admission $2 Children 12 and under
free with accompanied by an adult
Free admission for all active individuals
in uniform: military, police (volunteers),
youth scouts with proper I.D. Dealers,
Demonstrators, Displays, Silent Auction,
door prizes, raffle prizes, and more
Contact: Ed Anderson, (541) 447 7826,
PO Box 293, Newport, OR 97365

Treasures From the
Earth Lower Umpqua Gem
and Lapidary Society
July 19, 20, & 21, 2013
Fri – 10 – 5 • Sat – 10 – 5 • Sun – 10 – 4
Free admission, donations gladly
accepted. Jewelry, gem and mineral
dealers, demonstrators, displays of
gems and minerals, door prizes, silent
auctions and a raffle. Demonstrations
include making cabochons, wire
wrapped jewelry, soapstone carving and
glass bead making.
Kid’s activities include “turn me over
rocks” and a ball toss. Choose your
thunderegg and have it cut. See
the new fluorescent rock display.
Refreshments available for purchase.  
Old Timer’s Club members will meet for
breakfast on Sunday at 7:30 a.m. at the
Community Center.
Contact: Bill or Virginia Hendrickson
(541) 271 6816
Reedsport Community Center
451 Winchester Ave.
Reedsport, OR

Northwest Montana
Rock Chucks

July 27 & 28, 2013
Sat - 10 – 6 • Sun - 10 – 5
Flathead County Fairgrounds, 265 North
Meridian, Kalispell MT
Contact: Milah Gano or Joe Berg
(406) 844 3560 PO Box 433 Lakeside,
MT 59922 mallards_g@hotmail.com

PORT TOWNSEND
ROCK CLUB

August 9 - 11, 2013
Port Townsend, WA
Fri.,Sat.10 a.m-9 p.m,Sun 10 a.m-6 p.m.
Jefferson County Fairgrounds, 4907
Landers St., Port Townsend, WA 98368.
Contact: Eddie (360) 379-5633 P.O. Box
237, Port Hadlock, WA 98339

Casper Chapter of the
GPAA’s 2nd Anniversary
Outing

July 20 – 21, 2013
Atlantic City, Wyoming on GPAA Claims
Carol Placer/MUPU
Sat. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Break for dinner and
return to Miner’s Grubstake in Atlantic
City. After dinner a sheet cake for desert.
Sun. starting at 8 a.m. Back out on the
GPAA claims and hand pan for pickers
and flour gold.
Contact: Rick Messina, chapter
president and Wyoming state director
1036 Waterford St., Casper, WY 82609 •
(307) 234-0244 or email:
wooddoctor4@msn.com
**We need a head count on who’s
coming.** Children welcome. We can
alson teach you how to pan for flour
gold. Hand panning is all that’s allowed
on Rock Creek. Admission is free — all
the gold you find is yours!

51st Gem and Mineral
Show Far West Lapidary
and Gem Society

August 2, 3, & 4, 2013
Fri – 10 – 5, Sat – 10 – 5, Sun – 10 – 4
North Bend Community Center, 2222
Broadway, North Bend OR
Admission $1 Children under 12 free
Contact: Don Innes   (541) 396 5722
doninnes.innes20@gmail.com

7th Annual Sale
Maplewood Rock and
Gem Club

August 10 & 11, 2013
Sat – 9 – 5 • Sun – 10 – 5
Maplewood Clubhouse, 8802 196th St.
SW, Edmonds, WA 98026
Free admission
Contact: Lauryn MacGregor   littletoad@att.net PO Box 5657 Lynnwood,
WA 98046

WASHINGTON AGATE and
MINERAL SOCIETY

July 27 - 28, 2013 • Tenino, WA
Fri.,Sat. 9 a.m- 6 p.m.,Sun 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Parkside Elementary School, 301
Central Avenue East (corner of Central
Avenue & Stage St S.), Tenino, WA
98589 Rock and Gem Show held during
Oregon Trail Days in Tenino, WA. also
includes a Mountain Man Camp and
Blackpowder Shoot.
Contact: Daniel De Boer P.O. Box 2553,
Olympia, WA 98507 keylock1@live.com
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